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$XtJlitt. 

Joshua Babnes had a small English Bible, 
which he is said to have read from beginning 
to end a hnndred and twenty timep; and a 
learned French nobleman is mentioned who 
had read the Greek Testament as often. But, 
left to their own inclination, it is to be feared 
that many would never open the Bible at all ; 
and not a few respectable people may be fonnd* 
who have never given it so much as one regu- 
lar perusal. 

In some minds " tasks" and " the Testament" 
are indissolubly associated. Others have never 
had their attention called to the beautifdl and 
impressive passages which the Bible contains. 
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And many would TfeaUy be thankful if a fiiend 
would put them on the way to find it an in- 
structive and interesting book. 

For the sake of such readers the following 
pages were written, and the author will deem 
himself happy if in any instance they answer 
their purpose. 

The substance of the first three chapters has 
already appeared in the Lectures of the Young 
Men's Christian Association, and one of them 
having been republished in America, has 
brought the writer several welcome communi- 
cations jQx)m that country. He finds that a 
correspondent there bas long entertained tlie 
project of arranging the Sacred Books, each in 
a separate volume, and the whole in one min- 
iature cabinet, so that, with the individuality 
of its several parts, this *.* Divine Library" 
would stiU rdtain its canonical unity. And as 
these sheets were passing through the press^ 
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the compiler received &om Boston a yolnine 
entitled " Hebrew Lyrical History ; or, Select 
Psalms, arranged in the order of the events to 
which they relate. By Thomas Bulflnch :" — ^a 
wo^ik displajring great taste and indnstiy, and, 
although the independent prompting of its 
author's mind^ going &r to realize one sugges- 
tion of the following pages. 

Nor can the writer allude to America with- 
out recalling a firiend, whose zeal in their cir- 
culation helped to give the author a reflex 
pleasure in his own productiona His name is 
appropriate here ; for he was a lover of the 
Bible, and had it not been for such a book, our 
world should never have known men so be- 
nevolent, so generous, and so happy as the 
Hon. Amos Lawrence 

48, EuBiON Squaki^ > 
May, 1858. ) 
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The British and Foreign Bible Society was 
instituted in March, 1804 ; consequently, it haa 
now entered on the fiftieth year of its existence. 
Such a year is an important epoch in the mod- 
em history of the Bible, and it is interesting 
to review what has already been effected. 

In the first four years of its existence the 
Bible Society circulated 80,000 copies of the 
Scriptures. Up to the present period il has 
directly or indirectly been accessory to the cir- 
culation, in whole or in part, of 48,000,000 of 
copies of the Word of God. These Bibles in- 
clude 148 languages or dialects, of which 121 
are translations never before printed. Many 
of these language were never reduced to rolei 
htid no grammar, no lexicon, had never been 
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seen in print, had neveap been written down, till 
Bible translatois undertook the arduons.task; 
and altogether, it may be presumed that the 
Gospel story can now be read in the speech of 
three-fourths of our earth's inhabitants. It is 
difficult to estimate the number of copies of the 
Bible at this moment in existence. School 
Bibles rapidly wear out. Great numbers have 
been destroyed by the police in Austria and 
Italy, and by the priests in Belgium, France, 
and Ireland. But after allowing for wanton 
destruction and necessary waste, and adding to 
the circulation of the British and Foreign JBible 
Sacietj the efforts of kindred institutions in 
Scotland and America, and the vast nimiber 
of copies published in every free country by 
private enterprise, and those which are included 
in every commentary, I should not wonder 
though there were forty millions of Bibles at 
this moment in existence, or an average of one 
copy for every six f6cmilies of the hunum race. 
At the beginning of the century it is estimated 
that four millions of copies could not have been 
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foundinall the world; so tliat these fifty yeai^ 
have midtiplied the Bread of Life tenfold. 

Taking a retrospeet of these fifty years, a few 
reflections suggest themselves :— 

1. How secure from extinction the sacred 
books now are! There was a time when a 
human spectator would not have deemed -them 
free from peril. At one period they were in 
the hands of the priesthood; and although, no 
doubt, the Greeks and Syrians possessed them 
as well as the Latin Churches, yet you would 
have said that it was a critical time for Scrip- 
ture, when it was almost entirely in sacerdotal 
custody — ^wl^en there were scarcely any Bibles 
except in cathedral and convent librariQsi* But 
just as the Jews guarded, with superstitious 
care, the Moses and the Prophets who were 
d^tined to accredit a Messiah whom they 
hated, so the monks and the middle-age clergy 
transcribed and transmittedthose Gospels which 
were destined to give birth to the Eeformation, 
and deal the death-blow to Popery. Doubtless 
numbers regret it now. The burners of printed 
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Bibles regret the preservation of written ones, 
and bitterly do some of them lament that 
Mother Ohnrch should have cherished in her 
bosom the very serpent that stings her. But 
the thing has been done. From the day that 
'Faust threw off his first copy, the Bible was 
safe* Instead of a thousand written ones, there 
speedily were mjriads of printed Testaments ; 
and, although the Inquisition and tte Confes- 
sional have consigned to the flames shop-fulls 
and ship-loads, every year has made the task 
of the Papacy more tremendous ; and, to say 
nothing of the forty millions of Bibles in actual 
existence, po pervaded with Scriptural fiict aad 
allusion is aU our literature, so fraught with 
Scriptural hope and principle are multitudes 
of our fellow-men, so bright with Bible knowl- 
edge is our modem atmosphere, that it would be 
almost as easy to close the portals of the East 
and shut out the day-spring, as to exclude the 
morning of Truth now dawning on the moun- 
tains of Time — ^that it would be almost as easy 
to make the Mediterranean another Haarlem 
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Lake, and pump it drj, as to drainoff from the 
Old World and the New that knowledge of the 
• Lord which is beginning to cover the earth as 
the waters cover the sea. 

2. Whilst the sacred volume has thus multi- 
plied, how amazingly has the evidence of its 
truth and divinity augmented ! Never in so 
short a time was its external evidence so re- 
markably strengthened. Bemember that there 
never was a period of research so sifidng, of in- 
quiry so unscrupulous, of discovery so unpre- 
cedented as the last forty years. Never — if we 
except the great Eeformation upheaval — ^never 
was there a time when so many shams have 
exploded and so many phantoms been torn to 
tatters — ^neveir have so many hoary prejudices 
been marched off the stage, and so many time- 
honored errors been consigned to oblivion, as 
within our living day ; and betwixt the severe 
tests of historic accuracy introduced by Niebuhr 
and the unexpected revelations .of antiquity 
which have rewarded exploring enterprise, 
much that Once passed for history is now no 
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more than liistoric &ble. It lias been a ner- 
vous time for imposture : it has been a noble 
time for the ' Bible. Each fresh discovery has ' 
been a new leaf to its laurel, — ^a new gem to 
its coronei Lieutenant Lynch has floated 
down the Jordan, and explored the Dead Sea ; 
and his sounding-line has fetched up from the 
deep physical confirmation of the catastrophe 
which destroyed the Cities of the Plain. Rob- 
inson, and Wilson, and Bartlett, and Bonar, 
have taken pleasure in the very dust and rub- 
bish of Zion ; and they come back declaring 
that the Bible is written 'on the very face of 
the Holy Land. Since Laborde opened up the 
lost wonders of Petra, its stones have cried - 
aloud, and many a verse of Jehovah's Word 
stands graven there with a pen of iron in the 
rock forever. Scepticism was wont to sneer 
and ask. Where is Nineveh, that great city of 
three days' journey? But since Botta and 
Layard have shown its sixty miles of enclosing 
wall. Scepticism sneers no longer. Hidden iu 
the sands of Egypt, many of &od's witnesses 
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eluded; Iiuman searcli till witliiii the last few 
years ; btit now, when Bibles increase, and are 
running to and fro through the earth, and when 
fresh confirmations are timely, God gives the 
word, and there is a resurrection of these wit- 
nesses; and from their sphinx-guarded septd- 
chres old Pharaohs totter into court, and testify 
how true was the tale which Moses wrote three 
thousand years ago. " In my youth," said 
Caviglia, when Lord Lindsay found him in the 
East, " I read Jean Jacques and Diderot, and 
believed myself a philosopher; I came to 
Egypt, and the Scriptures and the Pyramids 
converted me." And even so, a visit to Pales- 
tine, the reading of Keith's "Fulfilment of 
Prophecy" — ^nay, the mere sight of the Assy- 
rian excavations, has given Mth to many a 
doubter— just as I could scarcely imagine any 
one reading Dr. Stroud on the " Physical Cause 
of Christ's Death," or Mr. Smith on the " Ship, 
wreck of St. Paul," without carrying away the 
firmest conviction of these historical facts, and, 
consequently, of all those vital truths which the 
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fiswjts by implication involve. And i^ during 
tliis interval, the rampart lias been strengthened, 
the rock itself has risen higher. It is not only 
the wall of circnmvallation which has received 
fresh facings, as well as vaster blocks into its 
M)ric, but the citadel itself is become a taller 
and more defiant stronghold. The outward 
confirmations have, no doubt, multiplied ; but 
the internal evidence has augmented still more. 
I do not 80 much refer to those minute mutual 
•confirmations which the sagacity of Paley was 
the first to indicate, and which Blunt and Birks 
have so acutely followed up; nor to the ap- 
pearance within these years of the works on in- 
ternal evidence, so beautiful and so establish- 
ing, by Erskine and Gumey ; but I mean those 
d^goapnstrations of the Gospel's divinity which 
have been given on a larger scale in our own 
day than in any age since Pentecost, — ^the in- 
liividuals and the communities among which 
it has been signalized as the power of God and 
the wisdom of God unto salvation. 
8. I have said that never was the Word of 
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God SO abundant, and that never was its truth 
more incontrovertibly established. I would 
venture to add, that never yras its meaning 
better understood. Thanks to the progress of 
philology and the exactness of modem exe- 
gesis, the precise force of words and phrases is 
now so thoroughly ascertained that, if no new 
doctrine haa been added to the Creed, many a 
dark saying has cleared up, and inany a* pas- . 
sage feintly apprehended has beamed forth in 
ftill-orbed significance, or resolved, like a neb- 
ula, before a powerful telescope, into so many 
sparkling felicities. Thanks to the progress 
of archaeology, a man like Bekker knows the 
every-day life of an old Greek or Eoman bet- 
ter than most people know the life of a mod- 
em Turk or Spaniard; and a man like F. 
Strauss or Jahn knows the religious observ- 
ances, the domestic economy, the daily on- 
goings of an ancient Hebrew, better than mosi. 
of us know the habits and usages of the class 
in English Society a little above or a little be- 
low ourselves. Thanks to the progress of this 
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antiquarian zeal, a flood of illumiaation has 
overspread the historic Scriptures, — and with 
the home-life and sanctuary-life of ancient Pal- 
estine reproduced and restored ; with its peo- 
ple reaping and threshing, and shearing sheep ; 
arming for the battle, and burying the dead ; 
travelling up to the temple, or attending a 
wedding, — ^with. all this going on before our 
eyes almost as vividly as if we had lived 
alongside of Buth and Araunah, David and 
Solomon, John and Nathanael, it is easy to 
see, not only what helps we have for realizing 
the scene, but for dissolving many a difficulty 
and appreciating- many a recondite, but inter- 
esting and iostructive, detail. And thanks to 
a style of exposition at once rational and de- . 
vout, the Scriptures have lately emitted their 
import with a spontaneousness and fulness too 
little known to earlier commentators ; and by 
comparing Scripture with Scripture, and by 
seeking the mind of the Spirit in each particu- 
lar passage ; by trying to find out the meaning 
of the text rather than confirmations for a 
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tenet ; the lively oraoles liave yielded a ricli- 
ness and a variety of instruction which never 
requited the Procnstean exertions of partisan 
critics ; so that, miich as we love onr churches, 
and much b& we value our systems, we are all 
learning to confess that Christianity is wider 
than any Church,- and Scripture more com- 
prehensive than any system. 

4. Finally, I may add, that never were there 
so many minds under scriptural influences as 
at the present time. Not that we attribute all 
the effect to the direct perusal of the Scrip- 
tures. The persons impressed by the solitary 
or social reading of the Word may be com- 
paratively few ; but all who are wrought upon 
by the preaching of the Gospel, by the con- 
versation of ChristiMi friendship, by the in- 
struction of Sabbath-schools, ultimately owe 
any good they get to that incorruptible seed of 
the kingdom. Silent, and often superficial, as 
its influence is, I scarcely know whither to 
turn without encountering the ubiquitous per- 
vasion and universal ascendancy of the Book 
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of books. The galleriea of our princes blaze 
with canvas which catches inspiration from its 
themes, and the walls of the hmnblest cottage 
are adorned with pictures of Joseph and his 
Brethren, of David and the Giant, of Daniel 
in the Den, of the Wise Men at Bethlehem's 
Manger. Qor art-manufecttires borrow a 
charm from this exhansUess source, and in 
their applications of Scripture iacident they 
feintly prefigure the day when on the horse- 
bridles and the bowls of the altar, " Holiness 
to the Lord" shall be the glittering legend; 
and brightly in advance pf the godless or Pa- 
gan poetry of other times — the literature of 
our living age, even when least professedly re- 
ligious, like the wild deer that carries with it 
the odor of the herbs which it brushes in its 
course — ^that literature bears with it an aroma 
from the Mountain of Myrrh, and tells how 
thickly in the outside world plants are now 
blossoming which once were exotics confined 
to this sacred endosure. Our legislation 
waxes more and more scriptural — ^less san* 
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goinarj, less selfish, less pro&Qe, since tiie 
date of the Bible Sodely, and is, in some de- 
gree, its doing. It lias dispenised with a multi- 
tude of tumecessary oaths ; it has repealed a 
hundred capital punishments ; it has abolished 
the slave-trade and slaveiy ; and it is eamestlj 
intent on the education of the people. That 
Bible has made us philanthropic. Multiplying 
institutions for every form of misery — for the 
blind, the deaf, the orphan, the diseased, the 
insane, the idiot, it has found a wide and open > 
channel where other ages only saw a misty and 
land-locked inlet, and in its cruise of kindness, 
and at a cost of many hundreds of thousands 
yearly, it leaves its Gospel on the shores of 
either hemisphere. The builder of our churches 
and chapels, the originator of our Bagged 
Schools, it is the Mher and the fosterer of aU 
our Evangelistic Societies, — for few, except 
Scripture-readers, are supporters of missions. 
All this it has chiefly accomplished through 
the minds who have come underits saving and 
taniasforming power. Far too few, these are 
? 
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no longer a solitary sl-Keinpis or a Bernard in 
his cell — no longer a shiyenng handful in a 
Waldensian valley, or a withered temnant, as 
in the black and blaspheming afternoon *of the 
bygone century; but already they constrain 
you to think of the multitude which no man 
can nuijiber. "When the Bible Society was 
formed, its founded rejoiced because there was 
even one nobleman who would consent to pre- 
side over it; there are twenty at least who 
would now be worthy successors to Lord 
Teignmouth, There were three or four mem- 
bers of Parliament who were not ashamed to 
speak at its Meetings; 'the Parliament now sit- 
ting could send to Exeter Hall ten times as 
many. And when you cast your eye over 
this British commonwealth, and over the 
equally numerous Transatlantic republic — ^when 
you recall the lesser companies of believers in 
France, Italy, Switzerland, the goodly bands 
in Prussia and Holland, and the mission 
churches of Polynesia, India, and Africa — 
when you think what all the Bible has been to 
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you — ^when you think of the Saviour, wliom it 
has revealedr-of the earthly home it has glad- 
dened) and the bright Hereafter which it has 
opened and ensured ; and*when you further 
consider that all which your, Bible has been to 
you is as nothing compared with what it has 
been to more vivid believers, to those not only 
for whom, but in whom Christ lives — to whom 
all its promises' are "Yea and Amen" — to 
whom its heaven is not a mere futurity com- 
mencing by-and-by e, but a blessed jpresent which 
can never cease ; — ^when you consider all this, 
you will allow that it would-be a less calamity 
which would withdraw the sun from the firma- 
ment, or the oxygen from the atmo^here, 
than that which would rob regenerate human- 
ity of the vital air and cheering light of reve- 
lation. Or if you look at it as a patriot looks, , 
you will allow that the Anglo-Saxon tempera- 
ment — ^that mysterious and magical amalgam 
of races which makes the pent-athlete and 
prize-winner ail the- world over — ^if once the 
cementing principle, the scriptural intelligence 
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and godly fear, were dissolving out of it, — 
might become very like Nebuchadrie^zar's im- 
Hge, pfurily gold, partly iron, and all tumbling 
down because it stbod on feet of miry clay — 
you will allow that whatever power there may 
be in "blood," there is more in God's blessing 
— ^that whatever spell there maybe in " mother 
wit," there is more in the wisdom from above 
—that whatever defence there is in a nation's 
Jberoism, no nation can long be heroic which 
does not long look at " the things which are 
invisible ;" and consequently, that whatever 
protection there may be in the wooden walla 
of Old England, there is still more in the pa- 
per boards of the Bible — stiU more in that ada- 
mant bulwark, the Word of the Lord, which, 
when armies have withered and flotillas have 
fiaded, endureth forever. 
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Heaven-sent and all-fitting as the Bible is, 
I fear that on few of us has it piodnced its en* 
tire eflfect. Few.of ns have felt the aggregate 
and collective impression of its several glories. 
And cheeiMly allowing that there are more 
readers now than ever, and allowing, too, that 
the book is better understood each successive 
year, I would still submit that there are very 
few on whose minds the Bible leaves that mani- 
fold impression which its Divine completeness 
is fitted to imprint. 

To make my meaning plain allow me to ask, 
— ^What constitutes your ideal of a perfect 
man ? If you were asked to describe the nor- 
mal type of humanity — ^flie pattern man — ^what 
are the mental and moral qualities which you 
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would ascribe to him? Would you not give 
him au eye for the beautiful, and an earfor the 
^ melodious ? • In other words, would you not 
give him taste ? Would you not assign to him 
the ability to reason, and a relish for informa* 
tion? . In other words, would you- not assign 
to him the lovQ and the faculty of knowledge 
— in one word, intelligence? Would yx>\x not 
endow him with a susceptibility to what is 
glorious in the Gbdhead, and what is endearing 
in manhood ? In other words, would you not 
endow him with the devout and the benevolent 
aflSBctions? And, finally, would you not im- 
part to him a conscience so tender that he would 
be wretched when doing wrong, and ready for 
the doing of aU right ? In other words, would 
you not confer healthy and active moral pow- 
ers? ' Taste and intelligence, affections, devout 
and benevolent, and healthful moral powers, — 
these go togeth^ to make a p^ect manhood. 
These went together when God made the first 
Adam, and these re-appeared, again together, 
when the secopid Adam came. And to these 
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vaxioiis faculties, the book of man's Maker is 
marvellously and divinely adapted. 

1. Have you taste? Then this is of all books 
the most sublime and beautiful So Bui^ 
and Byron, and many others have confessed, 
who still had no eye for its spiritual glories. 
But it would not lessen your appreciation of 
these last, if you eiyoyed the other also ; and 
if the same leader, who with the meeki^ess of a 
new-born babe imbibed the word which is able 
to save his soul, withal received the graphic 
and glowing word which is able to fire his 
fiincy or refine his taste. This is a matter to 
which many men: are indi£Eerent ; but it is not 
a matter to which the Creator is indifferent. 
He has made not only a useM-v^rld — a world 
which shall cover our tables with food, and 
load our hearths with fhel ; but he has made 
a fair and' lovely world, which shall fill our 
minds with beautiful pictures, and soothe our 
chafed spirits with gentlo and tender emotions. 
Aj}d though it may sound very shrewd, " Give 
me the coals and the com, and I will give you 
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the scenery — ^give me the solid wealth, and I 
will give you as mnch as you can carry off in 
both eyes I"— to say this is a humbling con- 
fession. It is to say that God has made a 
great deal for which you 'have no use, and 
whioh you cannot admire ; and it is to confess 
yourself the inferior of that neighbor who " in- 
herits all things," — ^who agrees with the Al- 
mighty Maker ia pronouncing his handiwork 
« very good," and who may enjoy the com 
and the coals none the less, because his higher 
nature has first found a feast in the mere sight 
of the hiDs and the valleys. 

" Doctrine and duty are what I wAnt in my 
Bible," says one ; " I have no use for poetry 
tjid pictures." That is to say, you have no 
use for a large portion of the Book. Many of 
the precepts, many of the practical lessons of 
Scripture are imbedded in picturesque narra- 
tives ; and many of its doctrines must be quar- 
ried fipom under a bright and verdant surface, 
-—drawn up, as in the miner's basket, from 
what is at first sight only a touching incident 
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or a thrilling psalm. Surely lie is the com- 
pleter man, and to liim tlie Bible is the diviner 
book, whose utilitarian instinct is not more 
satisfied with its solid commodities, than his - 
aasthetic nature is regaled with its ethereal 
beauties and transcendent charms ; and of the 
two I expect he will come nearest to a scrip- 
tural theologi^, not who merely says in the 
words of a formula, " God is a Being infinite 
in power," but who, withal saying this, can ac- 
company the adoring Psalmist in His printless 
patL on the waters, and enter His p&vUion of 
dark clouds, and see Jehovah looking on the 
mountains, till beneath His burning eye the 
volcano smokes ; or, with the patriarch of TJz, 
mounts the fuming charger, and flies till 
lightning fMies from his feet, and in the clash 
of conQicting squadrons thunder ^^ clothes his 
neck," and fluctuates over the plain. And of 
the two, I expect he will come nearest to a 
New Testament disciple, not who is content 
with a code of Christian ethics, but whose eye 
affects his heart, and* who, through the music 
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of Clmst's words, s^d the beauty of Christ's 
parables, and the &scination of Christ'B walk, 
is led to pant after Christ's ^irit, and absorb 
Christ's example. 

2. Have you intelligence? Have' you a 
thirst for knowledge,— :a love of information ? 
Do you wish to have your understanding ex- 
panded by the greatest thoughts, and your 
memory furnished with the most important 
fects ? Then begin with the Bible. You will 
find it the materials of an inexhaustible instruct 
tion. Even on such matters as ethnology, or 
the cradles of die different human races, on the 
origin of laws, on the commencement of differ- 
ent arts and inventions, you will be astonished 
how large is the light which it throws ; and on 
matters of infinitely higher moment its infor- 
mation is sole and exclusive. How evil first 
got into our world, what has been our human 
history in relation to the Most High, what are 
his dispositions towards us, and his purposes 
regarding us, how alone we are to recover the 
nobility of our nature, and the blessedness of 
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our primeval condition—on questions sticli as 
these, there is only one Book which can give 
an absolute and authoritative deliverance. And 
yet, from not understanding what they read — 
or, rather, from readiDg without understanding 
what they seek for — millions are missing the 
main contents of the Bible. ' For instance, there 
are four great histories contained in it ; a His- 
tory of Eedemption ; a History of the Jews ; 
a History of the Saviour ; and a History of the 
First Planting of Christianity. And no words 
can express the moral and intellectual mastery, 
the firm footing to his faith, the key to other 
truths, which a man acquires by getting a com- 
prfehensive knowledge of any one of these four 
histories. But there are many chapter-readers, 
many text-learners, to whom these histories 
are each a hazy huddle, and who would find it 
impossible to describe the successive stages ' by 
which the great redemption developed on the 
. world, from its first dim dawn at Eden to its 
full Pentecostal blaze; who could not cohe- 
rently relate the original segregation, and the 
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subsequent fortunes of tliat pupil-nation, that 
scliolar-people, to whom God committed his 
oracles, and into whose arms he was about to 
consign his Incarnate Son; nay, who could not 
even give a succinct statement of the manner 
in which the Saviour set about his ministry, 
and how he Med up its three short years, and 
how it really was that he finished the work 
which the Father gave him to do ; and who 
could as little tell the beginning of the Church's 
history, and where and how it was that the 
tender plant of Christianity was first transfexred 
£tom its Hebrew nursery, its forcing ground in 
Jerusalem, and planted out in our open Gentile 
forest. And. veiy much as a consequence of 
this confusion, there are numbeiB not careless, 
not neglecteis of the Bible, who have not yet 
found out the chief things for the sake of tell- 
ing us which the Bible was given ; who hardlj. 
know what is God's aspect in ti^d Go^l, 
whether it is lowering or loving, and whether 
salvation is wages to be worked for, a blessing 
to be prayed for, a boon to be earned by tears 
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and endeavors ; or a gift free and gratuitous, 
the purest of presents,, a donative divine and 
absolute, only waiting to be enclasped and en- 
joyed ; and who, if they do know that trust 
in Chrinffc is salvation, can hardly tell whom it 
is that they are to believe, or how it is that 
believing him should save them. 

3. Have you emotions.and affections ? Then 
the Bible tells you things that you should hate. 
It teUs you things that should stir your indig- 
nation. Moreover, it teUs you of things which 
you should admire and covet. It tells you, 
too, of One whom you cannot love enough, and 
to whom you can never feel enough beholden. 

After twenty years of labor the missionaries 
had come no progress in Greenland. • They had 
taught the elements of natural theology, and 
many a moral lesson without the slightest suc- 
cess. One day John Beck was writing out 
the Greenland version of the Gospels, and 
some of the savages were looking on. They 
asked him wjiat it was: he read to them 
Christ's agony, in the garden. Some of th^m 
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laid their liazids on their moutlis, and one of 
then exclaimed, in a loud and anxious tone, 
" How was that ? tell me that once more, for 
I^ too, would fain be saved." It was the first 
time that such an exclamation had been heard 
flx)m the lips of- a Greenlander ; and not only 
Kajamak, but many of his companions, soon 
yielded to the "Stoiy of Ghrace," as told in 
God's own Word ; and finding how the sharp- 
est of weapons i^ the sword of the Spirit, the 
missionaries thenceforth seldom wielded any 
other. 

And would it not be good for us all if we 
allowed God himself to speak to us more? 
There is no voice so soft^ yet so Solemn; so 
authoritatwe, yet so considerate and kind. 
Let us not fear to listen, and however munifi- 
cent its promises, however gracious its assur- 
ances, let us not diminish nor distrust them: 
for the Speaker means what he says — ^ihe 
Speaker is divine. We have had friends who 
did a great deal for us, but we never had one 
who gave his life for us. Nay, were redemp- 
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tion a thing wMoli liad still to take place, and 
were the Friend of sinners coming to you and 
saying, "I am willing to die for you; I am 
prepared to shed my blood as a ransom for 
your soul ; but the prospect is very terrible : 
even now its awfiil aecompaniments make me 
sorrowful even unto death :" fearful as would 
be the alternative, I think you would refuse. 
I think you would be constrained to cry, ** No, 
no, blessed Jesus, it cannot be I Yonder 
heaven, with its bright spirits and its happy 
bowers, is very captivating ; and, oh I yonder 
hell, with its blaspheming inmates and its 
sleepless anguish, is very horrible. But thpu 1 
thou whose pure soul never felt the shadow 
of one sinful thought, that thou shouldst per- 
ish in torture and in shame to purchase heaven 
for me, it were atrocious to allow it ; it must 
not, cannot be I Live, kind Saviour, live ! and 
forward to thy deserved &te, oh, guilty, hap- 
less wretch !" But the Saviour was too gener- 
ous to consult you. It was a matter betwixt 
the Father and himself It was entirely ar* 
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ranged betwixt the loving Father and the lov- 
ing Son. And now that it is all over, he 
comes to you in the Gospel asking two things. 
He comes asking, as if a fitvor for himseif, that 
you would take the benefit of his finished 
work, that you would trust your soul's salva- 
tion to his God-propitiating and God-glorifying 
atonement. And then he asks that you would 
do-this other fiavor for the friend who died for 
you. He is visibly here no longer. He no 
longer goes about dispensing benefits, cures, 
temporal comforts, salvations, through the 
abodes of men. But he wishes the work to 
go on, and he wants it to be carried on by 
you. Do you love me ? then love my broth- 
ers, and make them happy, Bo you love me ? 
then love all other Christians, and try not to 
find out their failings, but to foster and help 
forward their graces. Do you love me ? then 
clothe the naked, tend the sick, visit the pris- 
oner, reclaim the outcast. Do you love me ? 
Minister, teacher, neighbor, lovest thou me? 
then feed my sheep — ^feed my lambs. 
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4 Finally, have you active powers ? Have 
you energies wMch can be directed to practical 
purposes? Then the Word of God tells you 
how to bestow these in the manner most wor- 
thy of your high calling and- your immortal 
destiny. It shows how there is not a thing so 
trivial or so secular but there is a way of doing 
it which pleases your Master in heaven, and 
ledounds t6 the glory of Grod. 

In one part of Burmah there is a village of 
professing Christians belonging to the Karen 
race. Fourteen years ago, although they had 
Christian teachers, they had no Bible ; at least, 
their entire .Bible was the Gospel of Matthew 
ia manuscript. One day the missionary's wife 
was reading to a group of them that chapter 
where Christ speaks of visiting himself when 
sick or in prison as represented in the person 
of his disciples. They instantly took li; home 
to themselves; like most heathens, they had 
hitherto been very heartless towards their suffer- 
ing neighbors. But they were not content with 
knowing the Lord's will ; they went their way, 
8* 
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and tlid it. There was one poot widow who, 
along with her child, was afiElicted with leprosy. 
They had hitherto left her to pine away neg- 
lected and uncared for ; they now hastened to 
her hoveL Some of them cleaned her house ; 
others fetched water; and some brought her 
rice 9.nd other comforts, till the poor outcast 
was bewildered with delight. In the same 
way they dealt with other afficted neighbors. 
Nor was it a mere transient fit of kindness, 
but it was sustained with silent and unostenta- 
tious perseverance, — ^none being allowed to 
lack what they themselves enjoyed.* So was 
it in the beginning of the Gospel. In some 
measure inured to that tender mercy which 
came with the Advent, we can hardly realize 
what dk burst of benevolence shone forth on 
the world for the first time when the disciples 
were aU of one heart and one mind, and had 
all things in common ; and inverting the sel- 
fishness qf fallen humanity, found a delicious* 

* "The Bible in many Lands," p. 14, (Bagster.) — a book 
of great beauty, and replete with iotereBting information. 
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ness and a joy in doing good and diflfiiang 
happiness. And, although all the bnsy phi- 
lanthropies of the present age are so many 
successive emanations from the same great 
source of loving-kindness, we are far from £an- 
cying that the limit has been reached, or that 
Christians are yet as kind and genial and be- 
neficent 83 the Gospel would admit of, or as 
the God of love desires. 

For some years the WeMi Calvinistic Me- 
thodists have had an interesting mission among 
the Khasiah Hills of India. Pn6 of the con- 
verts said to his teacher, " The "Word of God 
is truly wonderful, for I have some new 
thoughts every time I look into it. I do not 
find it so with anything else ; but the Word of 
God is like a fountain which sends forth fresh 
waters every day. They are not the same ; 
but though they differ, they are all very good. 
Even the same verse says something new when- 
ever I look into it." This is ** the divine ful- 
ness of Scripture," which Luther adored ; and 
this is 'Hhe exceeding broadness *of the com- 
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mandment" which, when the works of genius 
and clever compositions, looked to the Psalmist 
like ponds and reservoirs, stretched away in 
shoreless plenitude, defying a seraph to fethom 
its depth, or an archangel to see to the end of 
its " perfection."* And though I can foresee 
great things awaiting the Bible — ^though I could 
hope for the Psalms of David a transfusion into 
metre worthy of their matchless grace and 
grandeur — though I would not despair of there 
yet rising up in the Church of God some in- 
tellect at once colossal and devout, a mighty 
conciliator, who should demonstrate harmonies 
where at present we see only contradictions, 
and who should propound a creed that would 
be not a perspective, but a projection inploimo^ 
and which should cany general consent, not 
by its abundant omissions, but by its rightly- 
placed and rightly-pi*oportioned insertions; 
whilst I quite believe that the Christian Church, 
is yet in its ethical in&ncy, and that, as we 
follow on to know the Lord, the standard of 

* Psalm cxiT. 9ft. 
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Christian consistency will rise till the Church 
of the Future is as much purer than the Church 
of the Present as that church is purer than 
Corinth: till, for instance, "hatred, variance, 
wrath^ strife, seditions, heresies," be to its mem- 
bers as rare and revolting as to us already are 
" lasciviousness, idolatry, murder, drunkenness, 
revellings, and such like ;" and till a churl, a 
miser, or an idler, shall be deemed as unfit for 
Christian fellowship as we deem a swearer, or 
a Sabbath-breaker: though I can imagine and 
hope all this — ^though Christendom may not be 
mature enough to perceive as yet all those 
beauties of thought and. all those theological 
riches — ^aU that ethical wisdom and heavenly 
sustenance with which the Most High has re- 
plenished his "Word, — ^what I wish to impress 
on your mind and my own is, that there is no 
end to the discoveries and the delights which 
await the exploring and prayerful student. 
Like the Khasiah Christian, you will find that 
even the same verse says something new every 
time you look into it, and new circumstances 
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will give it new signiflanoe. Even ihe same 
Bible, perused in sickness or sorrow, will be as 
good as a new revelation; and though you 
should live to the years of a patriarch — ^thoxigh 
you should attain the comprehensive views of 
a Butler or a Calvin— though you should cany 
to the study the learning of a Gesenius or a 
Michaelis — ^though you should be blessed with 
the experimental enjoyment which made 
Fletcher, Martyn, and M'Cheyne, so mighty in 
the Scriptures-^like the father of the modern 
astronomy, you will confess at the last, " I 
have pickisd up a few pebbles on the strand, 
but the ocean is still to explore." 



III. 

God made the present earth as the Home of 
Man ; but had he meant it as a mere lodging, 
a world less beautiful would have served the 
purpose. There was no need for the carpet of 
verdure or the ceiling of blue ; no need for the 
mountains, and cataracts, and forests ; no need 
for the rambow, no need for the flowers. A 
big, round island, half of it arable, and half of 
it pasture, with a clump of trees in one comer, 
and a magazine of fuel in another, might have 
held and fed ten millions of people; and a 
hundred islands, all made on the same pattern, 
big and round, might have held and fed the 
population of the globe. But man is some- 
thing more than the animal which wants lodg- 
ing and food. He has a spiritual nature, full 
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of keen perceptions and deep sympathies. He 
has an eye for the sublime and the beautiful, 
and his kind Creator has provided man's abode 
with affluent materials for these nobler tastes. 
He has built Moht Blanc, and molten the lake 
in which its image sleeps. He has intoned 
Niagara's thunder, and has breathed the zephyr 
which sweeps it spray. He has shagged the 
steep with its cedars, and besprent the meadow 
with its king-cups and daisies. He has made 
it a world of fragrance and music, — a world of 
brightness and symmetry, — a world where the 
grand and the graceful, the awful and the 
lovely, rejoice together. In fashioning the 
Home of Man, the Creator had an eye to some* 
thijig more than convenience, and bmlt not a 
barrack, but a palace, — ^not a Union-work- 
house, but an Alhambra; something which 
should not only be very comfortable, but very 
splendid and very fidr; something which should 
inspire the soul of its inhabitant, and even draw 
forth the " very good" of Complacent Deity. 
God also made the Bible as the Qtiide and 
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Oracle of Man ; but had lie meant it as a mere 
lesson-book of duty, a volume less various and 
less attractive would have answered every end. 
A few plain paragraphs, announcing God's own 
character and his disposition towards ps sinners 
here on earth, mentioning the provision which 
he has made for our future happiness, and in- 
dicating the different duties which he would 
have us perform, — a few simple sentences would 
have sufficed to tell what Gbd is, and what he 
would^ have us to do. There was no need of 
the picturesque narrative and the majestic 
poem, — ^no need of the proverb, the story, and 
the psahn. A chapter of theology, and another 
of morals ; a short account of the Incarnation 
and the great Atonement, and a few pages of 
rules and directions for the Christian life, might 
have contained the vital essence of Scripture, 
and have supplied us with a Bible of simplest 
meaning and smallest size. And in that case 
the Bible would, have been consulted only by 
those rare and wistM spirits to whom the great 
^ereafter is a subject of anziety, who are really 
4 
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ttoxious to know what God is, and how they 
tiJiemselves may please Him. But in giving 
that Bihle its Diyine Author had regard to the 
mind of man. He knew^ that man has more 
curiosity than piely, more taste than sanctity; 
and that more persons are anions to hear some 
new, or read some beauteous thing than to 
read or hear about God and the Great Salva- 
tion. He knew that few would ever ask, 
What must I do to be saved? till they came 
in contact with the Bible itself; and, therefore, 
he made the Bible not only an instructive book, 
but an attractive one, — ^not only true, but en- 
ticing. He filled it with marvellous incident 
and engaging history; wilh sunny pictures 
fjcom Old-World scenery, and affecting aneo- 
doteS;£x)m the patriarch times. He replenish- 
ed it with stately argument and thrilling verse, 
and sprinkled it over with sententious wisdom 
and proverbial pungency. He made it a book 
of lofty thoughts and noble images, — a book 
of heavenly doctrine, but withal of earthly 
adaptation. In preparing a guide to immor-. 
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tality, Infinite Wisdom gave not a dictionioy, 
nor a grammar, bnt a Bible — a book which, in 
trying to catch the heart of jnan, should capti- 
vate his taste ; and which, in transforming his 
affections, should also expand his intellect 
The pearl is of great price ; but even the casket 
is of exquisite beauty. The sword is of ethe- 
real temper, and nothing cuts so keen as its 
double edge ; but there are jewels on the hilt, 
and exquisite inlaying on the scabbard. The 
shekels are of the purest ore ; but even the 
script which contains them is of a texture more 
curious than that 'the artists of earth could 
fashion it The apples are gold ; but even the 
basket is silver. 

In speaking of the literary excellence of 
the Holy Scriptures, I am aware of a twofold 
disadvantage. Some have never looked on 
the Bible as a readable book. They remember 
tow they got long tasks from it at school, and 
spelled their arduous way through polysyllabic 
chapters and joyless genealogies. And in later 
life they have only heard it sounded forth 
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monotonous firom the drowsy desk, or freezing 
in the atmoetpheTe of some sparse and ivintiy 
sanctuary. So ixl^me and insipid has every 
association made it, that were they shut up 
in a parlor with an old Directory, and an old 
Almanac, * and an old Bible^ they would 
spend the first hour on the Almanac, and 
the next on the Directory, and would die of 
ennui before they opened the Bible. They 
have got at home a set of their favorite 
dassics, and on a quiet evening they will take 
down a volume of Chaucer or Spenser, or 
even Thomas Fuller or Jeremy Taylor, or an 
Elzevir Virgil, or a Poulis's Homer, and read 
at it till long beyond their time of rest ; but to 
them the Bible is no classic. They don't care 
to keep it in some taking or tasteful edition, 
and they would never . dream of sitting down 
to read it as a recreation or an intellectual 
treat. And then there are others in a happier 
case to whom that Bible is so sacred — ^who 
have found it so ftdl of solemn import, and to 
whom its every sentence is so fraught with di- 
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vine signijScance, that they feel it wrong or re- 
volting to read it with the critic's eye. They 
jvonld rather peruse it qn their bended knees, 
praying God to show them the wonders in his 
Word, than, with the scholar's pencil in their 
hand, ready to seize on each happy phrase 
and exquisite figure. They would rather pe- 
ruse it in the company of Luther or Leighton, 
than along with Erasmus or Ghrotius. We can 
understand the feelings of each. But we trust 
that both will bear with us a little whilstV© 
endeavor to show that if no book be so import- 
unt as the Bible, so none is more iiiteresting, 
and that the book which contains most of the 
beautiful is the one which must ever remain 
the standard of the good and the true. 

And here we would only add one remark 
which it is important to bear in memory. The 
rhetorical and poetical beauties of Scripture 
are merely inddentaL Its authors wrote^ not 
for glory nor display — ^not to astonish or 
amuse their brethren, but to instruct them and 
make them better. They wrote for God's 
4* 
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glory, not their own; they wrote for the 
world's advantage, not to aggrandize them- 
selye& Demosthenes pomposed his most splen* 
did oration in order to win the crown of do- 
qnence ; and the most elaborate effort of an- 
cient oratory — the " Panegyric" to which Iso- 
crates devoted fifteen years— was just an essay 
written for a prize- How different the circum- 
stances la which the speech on Mars Hill was 
spoken ; and the &rewell sermon in the upper 
chamber at Troasl Herodotus and Thucy- 
dides composed their histories with a view to 
popular applause; and Pindar's fiery pulse 
beat fester in prospect of the great Olympic 
gathering and the praises of assembled Greece. 
How opposite the ciroumstances in which the 
Seer of Horeb penned his feiihful story, and 
Isaiah and Jeremiah poured forth their fear- 
less denunciations of popular sins ! The most 
superb of modem historians confesses the flut- 
ter which he felt when the last line of his task 
was written, and he thought that perhaps his 
fame was established. A more important liis- 
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tory concludes : " Hese things are written that 
ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of God; and that believing, ye might 
have life through his Name." And some of 
yon will remember the proud finoik in which 
the Boman lyrist predicts for himself immortal 
celebrity * Alongside of his eloquent but 
egotistic vaticination, you cannot do better 
than read the last words of Israel's sweet 
Singer, — "Hts name shall endure forever; 
His name shall be continued as long as the 
sun ; and men shall be blessed in Him ; all 
nations shall call Him blessed. Blessed be 
the Lord God, the God of Israel, who only 
doeth wondrous things; and blessed be His 
glorious name forever ; and let the whole earth 
be filled with His gloiy. Amen and Amen. 
The prayers of David the son of Jesse are 
ended." 
Bemembering then that the Bible contains 

* ''Exegi montmentam nre perenmua. 
. .« . . Usque ego posters 
Oreeeam laude reoens," Aa— Hos. lib. iil Od. 80 
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no ornamental passages, notliing written for 
mere display, that its stead&st purpose is, 
" Glory to God in the highest," and the truest 
blessedness of man, — ^I repeat that that Bible 
abounds in passages of the purest beauty and 
stateliest grandeur, all the grander and all the 
more beautiful because they are casual and un- 
sought. The fire which flashes from the iron 
hoof of the Tartar steed as he scours the mid- 
night path is grander than the artificial fire- 
work; for it is the casual effect of speed and 
. power. The clang of ocean as he booms his 
billows on the rock, and the echoiog caves give 
chorus, is more soul-filling and sublime than 
all the music of the orchestra ; for it is the 
music of that main so mighly that there is a 
grandeur in all it does, — ^in its sleep a melody, 
and in its march a stately psalm. And in the 
bow which paints the melting cloud there is a 
beauly which the stained glass or gorgeous 
drapery emulates in vain ; for it is the glory 
which gilds beneficence,^ the brightness which 
bespeaks a double boon, the flush which cannot 
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but come forth wlien both the stm and shower 
are there. The style of Scripture has all this 
glory. It has the graceftdness of a-high utility ; 
it has the majesly of intnnsic power ; it has the 
charm of its own sanctity ; it never labors, 
never strives, but instinct with great reailities, 
and, bent on blessed ends, it has all the trans- 
lucent beauty and unstudied power which you 
might expect from its lofty object and all-wise 
Author. 

There is no phenomenon in nature so awful 
as a thunder-storm ; and almost every poet, 
from Homer and Virgil down to Dante and 
Milton, or rather down to Grahame or Pollok, 
has described it. In the Bible, too, we have a 
thunder-storm, the 29th Psalm — ^the description 
of a tempest, which, rising from the Mediter- 
ranean, and travelling by Lebanon and along 
the inland mountains, reaches Jerusalem, and 
sends the people into the temple-porticoes for 
refdge. And, besides those touches of terror 
in which the geographical progress of the tor- 
nado is described, it derives a sacred vitality 
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and power from the presence of JeliOTah in 
eaxjh successive peal. "The voice of the Lord 
is on the sea: the God of glory thundereth; 
the Lord is on the mighty sea. The voice of 
the Lord is powerful, the voice oif the Lord is 
full of majesty. The voice of the Lord break- 
eth the cedars; yea, the Lord breaketh. the 
cedars of Lebanon. He maketh them also to 
skip like a calf; Lebanon and Sirion like a 
young unicorn. The voice of the Lord divid- 
eth the flames of fire. The voice of the Ijord 
shaketh the wildeniess ; the Lord shaketh the 
wHdemess of Kadesh. The voice of the Ix)rd 
maketh the hinds to calve, and disco vereth the 
forests; and in Bis temple doth every one 
speak of His glory. The Lord sitteth upon the 
water-torrent : yea, the Lord sitteth King for- 
ever. The Lord wiU give strength unto his 
people ;" (and now the sun shines out again ;) 
** the Lord will bless His people with peace."* 

* Over many of the Psalms it sheds a flood of ne^ signifi- 
cance when the reader understands their mechamam, as in 
the case of many it has been disclosed by the labors of Lowth, 
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Amongst those who have expressly written 
on the Sublime, it is agreed that the most 
thrilling spectacle is one whose obscure outline 
or vagoe presence at once suggests the super- 
natural. Of this sublime in terror the fourth 
of Job supplies an acknowledged instance : — 

** A thing, too, was imparted to me eecretl j, 
Mine ear received a whisper with it 
In tumults of night-yisions, 
When deep sleep falls oa men, 
Panic came on me, and horror, 
And the multitude of my bones did shalce. 
A spirit passed before mj face, 
The hair of my flesh stood up ; 
It stood — ^but I could not discern its form : 
A figure before mine ejes : 

Horslej, Hengstenberg, and others. It was one morning in 
his house at Dundee, that a friend dear and ever memorable, 
Robert McOheyne, showed us the geographical structure of 
this 29th Psalm. And certainly it enhances the meaning of 
this majestic ode when we conceive the spectator-psalmist as 
standing with the awe-struck multitude in the temple porch; 
.watching the march of the thunder-storm as it advances from 
the Mediterranean or ** mighty" sea, and imagining its pro- 
gress from Lebanon, adown the range of Hermon,' and the 
course of the Jordan, tiU it darkens over the wilderness Snd 
reaches Jerusalein, and bursts in a water-flood around them- 
aehres. 
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— 9Benoe-^and I heard a Toioe» 

* Shall a mortal be righteooB before God f 

Shall a man be pure before hia Maker V " 

But perHaps the poetic beauty in wMcli the 
Bible most excels all other i>ooks is desciiptioii 
of the world around us. A better idea of the 
poetic susceptibility was. never given, than 
when John Foster called it physiopaihy, " the 
Acuity of pervading all Kature with one's own 
being, so as to have a perception, a life, an 
agency, in all things." " If you observe a man 
of this order, though hisbody be a small thing, 
completely invested with a little cloth, he ex- 
pands his being in a grand circle all around 
him. He feels as if he grew in the grass, and 
flowers, and groves ; as if he stood on yonder 
distant xuountain-top, conversing with clouds, 
or sublimely sporting among their imaged pre- 
cipices, caverns, and ruins. He flows in that 
river, chafes in its cascades, smiles in the water- 
lilies, firisks in the flshes. He is sympathetic 
with every bird, and seems to fed the senti- 
ment that prompts the song of each; t^d &om 
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tills ability to transfuse himself jnto evtry object 
axound him in a certain sense he inherits all 
things," To which we would only add, that 
besides this poetic sympathy with Nature, .the 
sacred writers seem to haye possessed a still 
purer perception of what Nature is. They not 
only could transftise their own life into the 
landscape, but they could discern how much 
of the living God is there. And instead of 
that material semblance which a Claude or a 
Bembrandt might project on his canvas, or 
Yirgil or Shenstone might embody in his versei 
they inhaled Jehovah's breath and hearkened 
to Jehovah's voice, and received into their 
ndoring bosoms as much of Jehovah's life as 
lingers in our de&ced and fidlen world. Hence 
it comes to pass, that the Book which copitains 
by far the brightest and most vivacious land- 
scape — ^the holiest and happiest view of the 
things around us, is the Word of God. View- 
ed in his own light, and delineated by his own 
pencU, the mountains ''skip," the seas ''clap 
handS)" the little hills "rejoice," and the valleys 
6" 
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"sing." •The Bible landscape lias a limpid 
freshness, as viewed by an eye which cai;nality 
has never dimmed, or rather that loving and 
observant eye which grace has made young 
again. It needs no Dryads to people its wood- 
lands, no Oreads to flit over its mountains, no 
Naiads to give mirth to its waters or music to 
its streams ; for a higher animation Alls them, 
and every chiming brook and fluttering spray, 
every zephyr and every blessed sound, is a 
note in God's own anthem, — " Praise the Lord 
from the earth, ye dragons and all deeps : fire 
and hail : snow and vapors : stormy wind ful- 
filling his word : mountains and all hills : fruit- 
ful trees and all cedars : beasts and all cattle : 
creeping thing and flying fowl : kings of the 
earthi^nd all people : princes and all judges of 
« the earth : both young men and maidens : old 
men and children: let them praise the name 
of the Lord ; for his name alone is excellent; 
his glory is above the earth and heaven." 

But instead of qi:^oting illustrative passages 
from what may be called the pastoral and de- 
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scriptive poetry of Scripture, I shall read one 
which, whilst a graphic description, like most 
kindred portions of Holy Writ, owes its sub- 
limity to its moral power; and I quote it the 
rather, because our own translation does not 
bring out its entire . significance. It is the 
twenty-eighth chapter of Job, and the qilestion 
is, Where is Wisdom to be found ? and. What 
is the abode or hiding place of Understanding ? 
Is it a deposit hidden in the bowels of the 
earth ?— a treasure for which we must ransack 
the caverns undwaeath, or rummage in the 
rifted rock? Is it a secret for which we must 
bribe tiie graye? or which death alone can 
whisper in the ear? And so it commences 
with a magnificent account of the miner^s do- 
ings imderground : — 

** Truly there is a mine for the silyer, 
And a place for the gold so fine : 
Iron is dug up from the earth, 
And the earth pours forth its copper. 
Man digs into darkness, 
And explores to the utmost bound 
The stones of dimness and death shade ; 
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He breob up the yeins from the matrioe, 
Which, tmthought of, and tiDderfoot» 
Are drawn forth to gleam among manldnd. 
The surfiuse pours forth bread, 
' Bat. the subterranean winds a fier j region. 
Its stones are the sapphires' bed, ' 
And it hides the dust of gohi 
It is a path whieh the eagle knows not, 
Nor has the eje of the vulture scanned it 
. The lion's whelp has not tracked it. 
Nor the ravening lion pounced on it. 
The miner thrusts his hand on the sparry ore^ 
And overturns the mountains by their roots. 
Pe cuts a chaonel through the rook; 
And espies each precious gem. 
Hfe binds up the oozing waters. 
And darts a radiance through the gloom. 
^ But, oh, where shall Wisdom be found ? 

And where is the place of UNDsasTAiiniNG ? 

Man knows not its source, 

For it is not to be found in the land of the living. 

The sea says, * It is not in me ;' 

And ' Not in me,* echoes the abyss. 

Solid gold cannot be given for it, 

Nor silver be weighed for its purchase. 

It cannot be bought for the ingot of Ophir,* 

For the precious onyx or the sapphire. 

The burnished gold and crystal cannot equal it, 

Nor golden trinkets match it. 

Talk not of corals or pearls, 

For the attraction of wisdom is beyond rubiea. 

The topaz of Ethiopia cannot rival it. 

Nor the purest bullion barter it. 
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Whence, then, cometh WiBdom I 
And where is the place of UDderstanding t 
Hid from the eyes of all living, 
And unseen by the fowls of the air, 
Destruction and death say» * 

< We have heard its fame with our eara.' 
God understands its trade ; 

He knows its dwelling-place ; 
For to the ends of the earth he see^ 
And nnd^r all heaven surveys. * * 

. When he weighed out the air 
And meted out the water ; 
When he fixed the course of the rain 
And the path of the hurricane ; 
Then did he eye it and proclaim it ; 
He prepared it and searched it out. 
And unto man he said, 

< Behold I the fear of the Lord, that is Wisdom, 
And to depart from evil is Understanding/ *** * 

It would consume all our space were we 
transcribing from the Propliets and the Psalms 
those passages of grandeur which make the sa- 
cred text so awful and august; and of that 
class we shall give no more. But perhaps the 
sublime, though the highest order of literary 
effort, is not, after aU, the most popular. 

* Some lines of the above may be slightly paraphrased; 
but the version is essentially the same as that of Dr. Mason 
Goode, with modifications from Dr. Lee and others. 
6* 
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Were we putting it to the world at large, wb 
sliotQd, probably, find that the books men like 
best are those which are less exalted above the 
every-day level, and whose simple incidents, 
and cheerM glimps^, and human pathos, 
bring them home to every one's comprehension 
and feeling. In this sort of narrative that 
world's book, the Bible, abounds. Do you 
ask for tenderness? ''And Buth said to her 
mother-in-law. Entreat me not to leave thee, 
nor to return from following after thee ; for 
whither thou goest I will go, and where thou 
lodgest I will lodge ; thy people shall be my 
people, and thy God my Godj where thou 
diest will I die, and there will I be buried. 
The Lord do so to me, and more also, if aught 
but death part thefe and me." Do you ask for 
pathos ? "And Oushi said, "Edings, my lord 
the king; for the Lord hath avenged thee this 
day of all tUem that rose up against thee. 
And the King said unto Cushi, Is the youpg 
man, Absalom, safe? And Cushi answered, 
The enemies of my lord the king, and all that 
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rise up against thee to do thee hurt, be as that 
young man is. And the king was much 
moved, and went up to the chamber over the 
gate, and wept ; and as he went 4;hus he said, 
O my son Absalom, my son, my son Absalom I 
Would God I had died for thee, O Absalom, 
my son, my son." Or do you ask for natural, 
simple, and affecting narrative? "A certain 
man had two sons; and the younger of them 
said to his &ther. Father, give me the portion 
of goods that fiaJleth to me. And he divided 
unto them his living. And not many days af- . 
ter the younger son gathered all together, and 
took his journey into a fiir country, an\i there 
wasted his substance with riotous living. 
And when he had spent all, Ihere arose a 
mighty famine in that land; and he began to 
be in want And he went and joined himself 
to a citizen of that country ; and he sent him 
into his fields to feed swine. And he would 
&in have filled his belly with the husks which 
the swine did eat ; and no man gave unto him. 
And when' he came to himself he said, How 
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many hired servants of my fether's houise have 
bread enougli and to spare, and I perish with 
hunger ! I will arise and go to my &ther, and 
will say nnto him, Father, I have sinned 
against heAven and before thee, and am no 
more worthy to be called thy son ; make me 
as one of thy hired servants. And he ajx>se, 
and came to his Father. But when he was yet 
a great way off his father saw him, and had 
compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and 
kissed him. And the son said imto him, Fa- 
ther, I have sinned against heaven, and in thy 
sight, and am no more worthy to be caUed thy 
son. But the Father said unto his servants, 
Bring forth the best robe, and put it on him ; 
and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his 
feet ; and bring hither the fatted calf, and kill 
it ; and let us eat and be merry; for this my 
son was dead and is alive again ; and was lost 
and is found." 

I could very willingly have extended these 
remarks to other species of composition, and 
would have liked to show particularly how 
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many models of eloquent argument and en- 
gaging discourse are contained in the New 
Testament. But on tlie wide field of Eevela- 
tion, with its intellectual opulence, I forbear to 
enter. I can easily understand how the Bible 
was one of the four volumes which always lay 
on Byron's table; and it would be easy to fill 
a lecture with the testimonies, witting or un- 
witting, which painters, sculptors, orators, and 
poets, have rendered to the most thought-sug- 
gesting book in all the universe. It never 
aims at .fine writing. It never steps aside for 
a moment for the sake of a felicitous expression 
or a good idea. It has only one end — ^to ^11 
the world about God and the great salvation ; 
and yet the wonder is, that it has incidentally 
done more to supply rhetoric with powerful 
and happy diction, and literature with noble 
thoughts and images, and the fine arts with 
memorable subjects, thaiL perhaps all other 
books" that have been written. The world'g 
Maker is the Bible's Author, and the same pro- 
fusion which furnished so lavishly the abode 
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of iban, has filled so lioblj and adorned so 
brilliantly the Book of man. 

Just as that Bible is the great storehouse and 
repertory of intelleotual weaWiy so I must add 
that its vital truth is the grand source of in- 
tellectual power. When Sir Samuel RomiUj 
visited Paris immediately after the first French 
Bevolution, he remarked, "Everything I saw 
convinced me that, independently of our future 
happiness and our sublimest enjoyments in this 
life, religion is necessary to the comforts, the 
conveniences, and even the elegances and lesser 
pleasures of life. Not only I never met with 
a writer truly eloquent who did not at least 
affect to believe in religion, but I never met 
with one in whom religion was not the richest 
source of his eloquence." And I am persuaded 
that in things intelleotual the rule will hpld, 
that piety is power. I am persuaded that no* 
productions of genius will survive to the end 
of all things in which there is not something of 
God ; and I am farther persuaded, that no book 
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cto exercise a lasting ascendancy OYcr man- 
kind on whicli his blessing lias not been im- 
plored, and in wbich his Spirit does not speak.' 
Of all the powers and &ctilties of the human 
mind, the noblest is the one which God has 
created for himself; and if that reverential or 
adoring faculty do not exist, or if it be by sui- 
cidal hands extirpated, the world will soon 
cease to feel any force in the man who has lost 
his faith in <3od. The stateliest compartment 
in this human soul is the one which, in creating 
it, Jehovah reserved for his own throne-room 
and presence-chamber ; and however curiously 
decorated or gorgeously furnished the other 
compartments be, if this be empty and void, it 
will soon diflbse a blank and beggarly sensa- 
tion over all the rest. And thus, whilst the 
Voltaires and Eousseaus, of Atheist memory, 
are waxing old and vanishing from the firm- 
ament of letters, names of less renown, but 
more religion, brighten to a greater lustre. So 
true is it that no man can long keep a hold of 
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his feUow-men, tmless he hiioself first has hold 
ofOod • 

But if a sincere and strenuous Theism be thus 
important— such natural faith in Grod as buoyed 
the wing of Plato in his long and ethereal 
flights, or bulged the Saxon thews of Shake- 
speare in his mightiest efforts, incomparably 
more prevalent is that intellectual prowess 
which a scriptural faith produces. He is no 
Unknown God whom the believer in Jesus 
worships, and it is no ordinary inspiration 
which that God of light and love supplies to 
his servants. And were it not for fear of 
tediousness I would rejoice to enumerate one 
genius after another which the Gospel kindled, 
if it did not create. That Gospel, beyond all 
controversy, was our own Milton's poetic might 
It was the struggling energy which, after years 
of deep musing and wrapt devotion, after years 
of mysterious muttering and anxious omen, 
sent its pyramid of flame into old England's 
dingy hemisphere, and poured its molten wealth 
— its lava of gold and gems, fetched deep firom 
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classic and patriaxchal times, adovm the russet 
steep of Puritan theology. It wias the fiabled 
foot which struck from the sward of Cowper's 
mild and silent life a joyous Castalia — 2l fount- 
ain deep as 3iilton's fire, and like it tinctured 
with each learned and sacred thing it touched 
in rising, but soft and full as Siloah's fount, 
which "flowed fast by the oracle of God." 
And that Gospel was the torch which, on the 
hills of Renfirewshire, fiyed a young spirit,*-— 
himself both sacrifice and altar-pile, — ^fJU Britain 
spied the light, and wondered at the brief but 
brilliant beacon. But why name the individual 
instances ? What is modem learning, and the 
march of intellect, and the reading million, but 
one great monument of the Gospel's quicken- 
ing power? Three hundred years ago the 
classics were revived ; but three hundred years 
ago the Gospel was restored. Digging in the 
Pompeii of the middle age, Lorenzo and Leo 
found the lamps in which the old classic fires 
had burned ; but there was no oil in the lamps, 
♦ PoUok. 
6 
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and they had long sinoe gone out For models 
of candelabra and burners there could not be 
better than livy, and Horace, and Plato, and 
Pindar; but ihe&ith which once filled them — 
the old Pagan fervor — ^was long since extmct^ 
and the lamps were only fit for the shelf of the 
antiquary. But it was then that, in the crypt 
of the conyent, Luther, and Zuingle, and Me- 
lancthon, observed a line of supematoral lights 
and with lever and mattock lifted the grave- 
stone, and fi>und the Oospd which the Papist 
had bniied. There it had flamed, "a light 
shining in a dark place," through unsuspected 
ages — unquenchable in its own immortality — 
the long-lost lamp in the sepulchre. Jupiter 
was dead, and Minerva had melted into ether, 
and Apollo was grey with eld, and the most 
elegant idols of antiquity had gone to the moles 
and the bats. But there is One who cannot 
die and does not change--and the Foimtain of 
Scriptural Learning is He who is also the 
Fountain of Life — the Alpha and Omega — 
Jesus the Son pf Gk>d. From his Gospel it was 
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that the cid classic lamps, when filled with 
firesh oil, we^ kindled again ; and at that Gos- 
pel it was that Bacon, and Locke, and Milton, 
and Newton,, and all the mighty spirits of mod- 
em Europe, canght the &e whidi made them 
blaze the xneteois of our firmament, the mar- 
vels of our &vored time. 

Should any one read these lines who is am- 
bitious to be the lasting teacher or thd exten- 
sive light of society — ^to paint, or think, or sing, 
for the student of a future age, let him remem- 
ber that nothing can immortalize the works of 
genius if there be no Gospel iix them. The 
&ct8 of that Gospel are the world's main stock 
of truth — ^the fire of that Gospel is the only 
Promethean spark which can ignite our dead 
truths into quenchless and world-quickening 
powers. 

For practical and devotional purposes we 
could desire no better verdion of the Bible than 
our own truthfiil and time-hallowed translation. 
But for those purposes to which we have ^ow 
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been advertuig, — ^for the sake of ils intelligent 
literary perusal, we hare sometimes wished 
that, either in the originals or in English, sozne 
judicious editor would give us, each in a 
separate £u3ciculus, the several contributions of 
eadi sacred penman. As it is, with the sixty- 
six volumes of the Bible all compressed into a 
single tome, we are apt to regard them, not 
only as homogeneous inspiration, which they 
are, but as contemporary compositions, which 
they are not We forget that, in point of time, 
there is the same interval between Moses and 
Matthew, as there is betwixt the close of the 
canon and the compilation of the Augsburg 
Confession. And, with each portion comminut- 
ed into those little paragraphs called versesy we 
are apt to lose sight of the characteristic style 
of the various compositions. An epistle looks 
like a poem, apd a history reads like a collec- 
tion of iadages or apophthegms. But allowing 
one book to contain the Minor Prophets, and 
' another the General Epistles, there would stUl re- 
main upwards of twenty inspired penmen whose 
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writings mighl^ much to their mutual illustration, 
be bound up in separate volumes, and preserved 
in their individual identity. We should thua 
have in one volume all that Moses wrote, and 
in another, chronologically arranged, all the 
writings of Paul. One volume might oontiain 
all the Psalms of David; another, those Psalms 
(nearly as numerous) which were indited by 
Moses, and Asaph, aud others. In one eover 
might be bound up the Gospel, the Epistles, 
and the Apocalypse of John; and in another, 
that divine Song, those Confessions of a oon- 
verted philosopher, and that ancient '' Wealth 
of Nations," which are the inspired bequest of 
the Imperial Solomon. And xmder such an 
arrangement might we not hope that books, 
usually read in chapters or smaller morsels, 
might sometimes be read continuously,'—- taken 
down firomthe shelf, as another attractive bpok 
would be taken, on a leisure evening, and read 
through at a single sitting? Might we not 
hope, in such a case, that whilst those who 
now read the Old and New Testaments would 
6* 
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read them still, some who at present do not 
read the Bible niight be tempted to read Paul, 
Moses, and Isaiah ? And is it too sanguine to 
expect that, as the searching of the Scriptares 
and sacred knowledge thus increased, some 
who first resorted ia the book for literary en- 
tainment might learn from it the lessons whicli- 
make wise to life everlasting ? 

At all events, theology has not yet tamed 
to suflStcient acconnt the Bible's marvellous di- 
versity. You know how opposite are the 
turns, and how various the temperaments, of 
different people, and how unequal their capaci- 
ties. One has a logician's intellect^ and de- 
lights in a dialectic subtilily. Another has a 
prompt intuition, and deprecates as so much 
bamboozlement every ingenious or protracted 
vgument Some Ijiave the ideal &culty so 
strong, that they never understand a proposi- 
tion rightly till it sparkles as a sentiment; 
poet- wise, their eyes are in their apex; they 
cannot descry matters of feet or homely truths, 
which creep along the ground or travel on all- 
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foTiis ; but in order to arrest a vision so sub- 
lime as theirs, thongbts mnst spread the wings 
of metaphor, and soar into the zenith ; whilst 
others are so prosaic, that they are offended at 
all imagery, and grudge liie time it takes ix) 
translate a trope or figure. Some minds are 
concrete, and cannot understand a general 
statement till they see a particular example. 
Others are so*abstract, that an illustration is an 
interruption, and an example a waste of time. 
Most men love history, and nearly all men 
live much in the future. Some minds are pen- 
sive, some are cheerful ; some are ardent, and 
some are singularly phlegmatic. And had an 
angel penned the Bible, even though he could 
have condescended to the capacity of the low* 
liest reader, he could not have foreseen the 
turn and fitted the taste of every child of Adam. 
And had a mortal penman been employed, 
however versatile his talent, however many- 
faced his mind, he could not have made him- 
self all things to all his brethren, nor pro- 
duced slyles enow to mirror the mental fea- 
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tores of all mankind. In his wiBdom and 
goodness llie Most Higli has judged &r better 
for onr world ; and using the agency of forty 
authors — transfusing through the peculiar 
tastes and temperaments of so many individ- 
uals (and these " men of like passions with 
ourselves'') the self-same truths, the Spirit of 
God has secured for the Bible universal adapta- 
tion. For the pensive, there is •the dirge of 
Jeremiah and the cloud-shadowed drama of 
Job. For the sanguine and hopefol, there 
sounds the blithe voice; and there beats the 
warm pulse of old Galilean Peter. And for 
the calm, the contemplative, the peacefnllj-lov- 
ing, there spreads like a molten melody, or an 
abysmal joy, the page — sunny, ecstatic, bound- 
less— of John the Divine. The most homely 
may find the matter of fact, the unvarni^ed 
Visdom and plain sense, which is the chosen 
aliinent of their sturdy understandings, in 
James's blunt reasonings ; and t]ie most heroic 
can ask no higher standard, no loMer feats, no 
consecration more intei^, no spirituality more 
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ethereal, tihan tUej will find in the Pauline 
Episdes. Those who love the fiparlding 
aphoiism and the sagacions paradox are pro* 
vid^d with food conrenient in the Proverbs ; 
and for those whose poetic fancy craves a ban- 
quet more sublime, there is the dew of Hermon 
and Bozrah's red wine, — ^the tender fireshness 
of pastoral hymns, and the purple tumult of 
triumphal psalms. And whilst the historian is 
borne back to ages so remote that grey tradi- 
tion cannot recollect them, and athwart ob- 
livious centuries, in nooks of brightness and in 
oases of light sees the patriarolx groups, clear, 
vivid, and &miliar as the household scenes of 
yesterday, — there is also a picture sketched for 
the explorers of the future. For whast the 
Apocalyptic curtain slowly rises, — whilst th^ 
seven thunders shake its darkness palpable, 
and streaks of glory issue through its fringe <rf 
fire, tilne New Jerusalem comes down j&om 
heaven ; and gating on the pearly gaties, and 
peaceful streets, and bowers of sanctity, our 
planet can scarce believe that die is gazing on 
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herself,— that this is old Mother Earth grown 
jouBg again, — that this vision of holiness and 
bliss is nothing more than Paradise restored — 
that " new" but ancient " earth in which dwell- 
eth righteousness." 

But in order rightly to appreciate this lit- 
erary diversity of the Bible's several books, it 
is essential to remember the plenary inspiration 
of the Bible collective. Imagine the case of 
an accomplished evangelist Suppose there 
were a missionary endowed with the gift of 
tongues, and called to ply his labors in differ- 
ent places at successive periods. He goes to 
France, and, addressing its vivacious inhabit- 
ants, he abandons the direct and sober style 
of his fatherland; dvery utterance is anti- 
thesis ; every gem of thought is cut brilliant- 
wise ; and the whole oration jigs on gay, elas- 
tic springs. Kb passes thence to Holland, and 
in order to conciliate its grave burghQi:^ his 
steady thoughts move on in sober procession, 
trim, concinnate, old-fashionfed, orderly. Anon 
he findshimself amidst a tribe of Bed Indians; 
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xoid instantly Ids imaginatioiQ spreads pinions 
of flame, and, fiuniliar with thunder-water and 
Ixixming mountains, his ta l k is to the tune' 
of the tempest And ending his progress in 
Arabit^ or Persia, through tho fintastic sermon 
siklp shadowy antelopes or dream-like gazelles ; . 
whilst each interstice of thought is filled by a 
voluptuous myst^, like the voice of the dark- 
ling nightingale as it floats through au* laden 
with jasmine or roses. And thus, " all things 
to all men," this gifted evangelist wins them 
all ; whereas, had he spoken like an Oriental 
to the Bed Indian, or like a Persian to the 
Hollander, he would have offended each, and* 
would have been a barbarian to. all. The 
Teacher is one— the same Evangelist every* 
wbere. The truth, the theme is one — over 
and over again the same glorious Gospel Nay, 
the substance of each sermon is essentially 
one ; jfor it is a new forth-pouring from the 
same fountain — another yearning from the 
same fiill heart But to suit successive hearers 
the lytEm alters, the tune is changed. 
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Such is the principle on which the Great 
Evangelist has acted. When inditing sermons 
for the world, such is the principle on which 
the Diyine Spirit has proceeded. Spealdi^ to 
men, he has used the words of men. When 
on the two tables Gbd wrote the Ten Com- 
mandments, He did not write ihem in the 
speech unutterable of the third heavens — He 
wrote ihem in Hebrew letters, Hebrew words, 
and Hebrew idiom.; andhad it so pleased him, 
He might have given all the Scriptures in the 
self-same way. Employing no mortal pen 
whatever, from the top of Sinai He might have 
•handed down the one Testament, and from the 
top of Olivet the other — ^the whole, from Gen- 
esis to Bevelation, completed without human 
intervention, and on amaranthine leaves en- 
graven in Heaven's own holograph. And in 
such a case there would have been no dispute 
as to the extent of inspiration; there would 
have been no need that, like the electrometers 
of the meteorologist, theologians should invent 
tests of its intensity, nicely graduated from the 
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zero of Superintendence up to the fulness of 
Suggestion. But Infinite Wisdom preferred 
another way. Inspiration He made the coun- 
terpart of the Incarnation; and as in the In-' 
camate Mystery we have, without mutual en- 
croachment and without confiision, very God 
and very Man, so in theopneustie Scripture we 
have a book, every sentencjB of which is truly 
human, and yet every sentence of which is 
truly divine. Holy men spake it, but holy, 
men spake and wrote it aa they were moved 
by the Holy Ghost And just as when God 
sent His Son into the world, He sent him not 
in the &shion of an angel, nor even in the fash- 
ion of a glorified and celestial man, but in all 
points like His brethren ; so when He sent into 
the world His written word, it came not ready 
written with an angel's plume, but with reeds 
from the Jordanit was consigned to paper fix)m 
the Nile, every word of it Hellenistic, or He- 
brewj and yet every word none the less Heaven- 
ly. And though the unlettered disdple, who 
in the identity of the ultimate Author forgets 
7 
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the diversity of the intermediate scribes — 
though he loses less than the dry critic, wlio 
only recognizes the mortal penman — that stu- 
dent alone will get the full good of his Bible 
who lecognizes these parallel fects— its perfect 
and all-pervasive divinity, its perfect and all- 
iiivestmg humanity. Or, to sum it up in the 
vivid words of Gbtu^sen: "As a skilful musi- 
cian, called to execute alone some master-piece, 
puts his lips by turns to the mournful flute, 
the shepherd's reed, the mirthful pipe, and the 
war trumpet, so the Almighty Gbd, to sound 
In our ears His eternal word, has selected from 
of old the instruments best suited to recdve 
successively the breath of His Spirit. Thus 
we have in Qod's great anthem of revelation 
the sublime simplicity of John ; the argument- 
ative, elliptical, soul-stining energy •of Paul; 
the fervor and solemnity of Peter ; the poetic 
grandeur of Isaiah ; the lyric moods of David ; 
the ingenuous and majestic narratives of Moses ; 
the sententious and toyal wisdom of Solomon^ 
Yes, it was all this — it was Peter, Isaiah, 
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Matthew, John, or Moses; but it was God." 
" And such ought to be the word of Jehovah 
— like Emanuel, full of ^race and truth — 
once in the bosom of Qpd and in the heart of 
man— powerftil and sympathizing — ceilestial 
and human — exalted, yet humble — imposing 
andfiuniliar — God and man." 

But here, a compunctious thought comes over 
me. In the previous survey it seems as if we 
had gone, so many of us, to view a fianous 
palace, and we have stood on the lawn in front, 
or looked up from the quadrangle, and told its 
towers and marked its bulwarks, and sketchqi^ 
some of its ornaments ; but however command- 
ing the elevation, however graceful the details 
and various styles, after all the glory is within. 
No doubt, there is a loveliness even in the let- 
ter of Scripture ; but there is life, for our souls 
in its divine significance. My reader, do not 
rest till you are introduced to the interior. 
That Book which God has made the monument 
of the great redemption, and where He has 
put his own perpetual Shekinah, do you choose 
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it as the gynmadTim where yon may « nourish 
a youth" trvlj " sublime ;" the castle where in 
a world of impiety and an age of peril, you 
inay find entrenchment for your fidth and pro- 
tection for your principles; the sanctuary at 
whose oracle you may find answers to your 
doubts and light upon your path ; the spirit's 
home, whither your affections shall every day 
return, and where your character shall pro- 
gressively ennoble into a conformity with 'such 
a royal residence.^ ^ 

Let me, therefore, as a supplement to these 
remarks, entreat you to peruse the Bible itself 
With prayer, with expectation, with eyes alert 
and open, read it ; and when a few of you, who 
are friends like-minded, come together, read 
it ; and search it, sift it, talk about it, talk with 
it And as he thus grows mighty in it, I 
promise each earnest Bible-student two re- 
wards, — ^it will make him both a wiser and a 
holier man. 

Wiser: for the sayings of God's Word are 
solid. • There is a substance, which you might 
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have noticed, cast on the sea-shore, the medusa, 
or sea-nettle, as some sorts of it are called ; an 
object rather beautiftil as its dome of* amber 
qniver in the snn. And a goodly size it often 
is, — so large at times that you could scarcely 
lift it; but it is all a watery pulp, and if you 
were carrying it home or trying to preserve.it, 
the whole mass would quickly trickle out pf 
right and leave you nothing but a few threads 
of substance. Now, most books are like the 
marine medusa; jfresh stranded, newly-pub- 
lished (as the expression is), they make a goodly 
show; but when a few suns have shone on 
them, the crystal jelly melts, the glittering 
cupola haa vanished, and a few meagre fibres 
in your memory are all the residue of the once 
popular authorship. If you ever tried it, you 
must have been struck with the few solid 
thoughts, the few suggestive ideas, which sur- 
vive from the perusal of the most brilliant of 
human books. Few of them can stand three 
readings ; and of the memorabilia which you 
had marked in your first perusal, on reverting 
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to them jon find that many of them are not so 
striking, or weighty, or original as at first you 
fenoied. But the Word of God is solid ; it 
unll stand a thousand readings, and the ntian 
vrho has gone over it the most frequently and 
the most carefully, is the surest of finding new 
wonders there. And just as the pearls of 
Scripture retain their intrinsic worth ; as not- 
withstanding the frowsy head-gear they have 
garnished, the dull discourses they have adorn- 
ed, they beam brighter than evet when the 
hand of a Vinet, or Ohabners, or Hall has 
arranged them anew into a coronet of sanctified 
taste and genius : so he amongst sages is the 
wealthiest man who has detected, and appro- 
priated, and thoroughly possessed himself of 
the largest number of Bible sayings, — the mer- 
*chantman who, seeking goodly pearls, has 
searched for them on this exhaustless slarand. 

And holier: for though we have hitherto 
q)oken of the Bible very much as if it were a 
human book, you cannot be long versant with 
it till you find that it is something more. 
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lake Tabor, it is a '' momitain apart" Among 
the books of this world it is isolated, unique, 
and peculiar ; and the &rther up you get, the 
more acquainted you would become with hu- 
man books, and the more alongside of them 
you study the Book oi^ God, the more amazed 
will be you be at its outstanding elevation, its 
world-commanding pre-eminence. And just 
as in scaling a high mountain it needs no 
diemistry to analyze the air and inform the 
pilgrim that it is free fix>m impurities; as 
eveiy breath which paints a purer crimson on 
his cheek, and sends a tonic tide through all 
his suppling frame, would tell him its- salu- 
brily : so it needs no argument, no analysis, to 
persuade a spiritual mind that thQ air of 
heaven, the breath of Qod, is here. In his 
holier feelings as he reads, in the godly zeal 
and jojfdl strenuousness which requite each 
mounting footstep, with instinct sure his re- 
generate nature haQs the congenial inspiration. 
And just as on Tabor's sommifc^ when £rom 
faeaveQ pamts in snowy garments came down. 
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and fix)m Christ His own glory came through, 
it needed no refracting prism or condensing 
lens to assure them that it was a body of more 
than earthly brightness which they were gaz- 
ing upon ; so, my dear readet^ when a text is 
transfigured, when the Holy Spirit in the 
Word lets out His grace and glory, it will 
need no Paley nor Butler to prove that the 
Wisdom and the Power of God are there, but, 
radiant with emitted, splendor, and dazzling 
your admiring eyes, in God's own light you 
will see it to be God's own Word. Nor can I 
wish for you a better wish than that thus you 
may be often surprised atid overwhelmed* 
Yes, though your lot should be cast in the 
very midst of this noisy capital, and in the 
meridian of this man-wasting, money*making 
age, may you often find your Sabbath, and your 
place of prayer, and your Bible, " a mountain 
apart." In blissful bewilderment may you 
forget the.fascinations of earth and the pleas- 
ures of sin, and only wake up to find yourself 
alone with the Master. And none shall leas 
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grieve than lie whom you have kindly accom- 
panied thns fer, if the literary attractions of 
the Book be in this manner merged and super- 
seded in charms more spiritual — ^in attractions 
which, if they draw you to the Bible, will also 
draw you to the Saviour, and at last to heaven. 



tv. 

A PATHBlt and son were on a jonmej. It 
was late in the afternoon, but still clear day, 
when they came to a cottage by the road-side, 
and the father went in and "borrowed a lighted 
lantern. The young man was exceedingly 
amused, and perhaps he was a littlcTCxed. If 
any one shoiQd meet them carrying a lamp in 
the sunshine, it would look so absurd; and 
what in the wiDrld was the use of it ? But the 
old traveller took ihe young man's jibes good- 
humoredly, and only answered, "The night 
comethu" And it did come. They ppigsed no 
more cottages, but they got into a thick forest, 
where the daylight faded so rapidly, that the 
lantern already shone a welcome companion. 
Not only was the sun gone down, but the last 



THB BIBLE AND THE IKQUmSB. 8S 

sfaieak of twiligbt liad yanishecL It was dread- 
fdllj dark ; but ^e good little lantern spread 
a doth of gold before liie steps of the travel- 
lers, and did not let one shadow or phantom 
come near them. At last the road divided. 
"Straight on I" cried the youth. "Not so 
&flt|" said the elder ; for liiotigh the path to 
the right was less trodden, perhaps it was tlie 
one they should take ; when fortunately they 
espied a finger-post, and holding the lamp as 
high as they could, they read the direction, 
and found that they would have gone utterly 
*WTong had they not taken the narrow and 
neglected foot-way. Bejoidng at their escape, 
they pushed on merrily ; and by-and-bye, with 
his frisky spirits, the youngster went a-head, 
and was fiu: in advance of the lantern, when 
the old man heard a splash and a shoiit, and 
r^ii^^^g ^Pf was just in time to help ashore 
his impetuous boy, who had soused into a stag- 
nant pool, and who crawled up the bank pale 
and shivering, with the leechecKand duck-weed 
clinging to his garments. " You see the road 
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was not througli tbis pod, but round it 'Yon 
should walk in the light ;" and so they again 
set out together. As the stillness deepened, 
they sometimes heard a rosde in the bushy un- 
dergrowthf and distant bowlings or a sharp 
snarl near-hand warned them that the beasts 
of the forest were abroad; and once or twice 
they could see a pair of fieiy opals glaring at 
them, but as soon as they turned the full flame 
of the lantern in that direction, the goblin re- 
treated. We need not tdl the whole adven- 
tures of the night; but at last they caiae to a 
place where a heavy moan arrested them, and - 
searching in the copse, they found a. man 
stretched on the ground and badly hurt He 
had either received a blow on the head, or had 
inhaled some stupefying ether, for at first he 
talked* very incoherently. It turned out, that 
as he had been coming along, a gentleman in 
black had prevailed on him to cast his lantern 
into the ditch, ajid that soon after some footpad 
had knocked him down and driagged him off 
the road and robbed him of all his money. 
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As soon as he was- somewhat restored, ihey set 
him on his beast, And jonmeyed on together. 
The day was breaking, and the forest was thin- 
ning off on the margin of a magtuficent do- 
main. They looked forth on vine-clad hills 
and a shining river ; and though the palace it- 
self could be descried but dimly, — it was so 
fer up in the dazzling sunrise— they could 
easily make out .many mansions. ^'I am 
hc»ne I'' cried the old man ; and the full morn- 
ing was reflected &om his face as he added, 
"Mine eyes shall see the king in his beauty; 
they shallbehold the la^d that is very far off." 
And as he embraced his comrades, he handed 
over the lantern to his son, and said, '^ Keep 
this as a light tmto your feet, and a lamp unto 
your path." The youth prized the keepsake. 
He found constant occasion for it He bright- 
ened up the four windows, by which it sent its 
light backward and forward, and on either 
side; and with the point of a diamond he 
traced these mottoes on them :— 

*' Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse 
8 
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his way ? By taking heed thereto according 
to ihy word." 

"When thou goest, it shall lead ihee; when 
thou sleepest it shiall keep thee; and when 
thou awakestj it shall talk with thee. For tjie 
commandment is a lamp, and the law is light" 

" We have ialso a more sure word of proph- 
ecy, whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, 
as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, 
until the day dawn, and ihe day-star asase in 
your hearts." 

"If we walk in the light, as God is in the 
light, we have fellowship one with another, 
and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth 
us fix)m all ffln," 

A lamp lighted while it is yet day, — such a 
lamp as is let into the roof of 'a railway car* 
riage, and the Utfle child wonders why they 
should put it there at noon, but for which no 
one is more gratefiil when they plunge into the 
tunnel ; such a lantern as the prudent traveller 
provides before he is benighted, — such* a lamp 
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is no bad eDiblem of our own case in relation 
to the Bible. God has provided us with a suf- 
ficient guide, to a blissful immortali^. His 
Word is a Kght to ourfeet, and a lamp to our 
path. In Britain, throughout Protestant Eu- 
rope, in the whole of North America, there is 
hardlyany one who may not, if he chooses, 
find and keep that path of &ith and holiness 
which leads to heaven. But few set out on 
the great pilgrimage whilst the daylight lasts. 
It is not till all around is .growing dark, that 
they remember that this is not their rest^ and 
that they have a city still to seek. It is not 
till shadows &om the- tomb, or conscious guilt, 
or clouds of grief en^ap them, that ihey find 
ibey must sport no longer. And as they 
grasp their sta£^ and gird their loins, they 
bless that wonderful goodness which has al- 
ready famished them with a light so clear and 
imquenchable. In their meny moments, they 
paid no attention to it. They hardly knew 
that it was burning. Now they are astonished 
at its brightness. The intenser that the shadow 
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grows, the more dazzling does it sliiae ; and 
now that neither Bun nor stars appear,— now 
that the glare of folly, or the glee of health 
has &ded, — ^they find to their surprise, that 
their route is becoming plainer, and their spirit 
waxing stronger; for, as if instinctively aspir- 
ing back to the " perfect day," from which it 
. came, the lamp bums brighter and yet brighter 
afl they go. 

<* Young man, attend to the voice of one 
who has possessed a certain degree of fiune in 
the world, and who will shortly appear before 
his Maker. Bead the Bible every day of your 
life." So said Dr. Johnson to a young gentle- 
man, who visited him on his death-bed ; and 
so has many a pastor said to his young people, 
— so has many a dying parent said to his chil- 
dren. And if it were from a minister, or some 
venerable Christian firiend that you heard such 
counsel, you received it respectfully ; if it were 
from a dying fethef or mother, with tears you 
promised to comply. Have you forgotten? 
Have you wearied in well-dokig? Have late 
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liOTrrp or other pursuits supplanted the Word 
of God ? No : you say that you read it stDl 
But you read it as a task. You would be gls^d 
of a dispensation. You would be thankful for, 
a release which would not hurt your con- 
science, or impeach your filial piety. You 
carry about the lantern, because you would 
deem it a profanity, or a breach of promise to 
cast it away. But hitherto you have found no 
real, occasion for it; and it would not be 
honest to say that you have used it as a light 
to your" feet, for you have hiever sought or fol- 
lowed its guidance. 

And yet, my dear friend, God can soon make 
that Bible precious. He can send a dangerous 
sickness ; and when you are amusing yourself 
witb a novel ol: a game of cards, the doctor 
n^y come in^ and after he is gone your Mends 
are agitated; your sister looks pale, her eye- 
lids are moist, her cheerfulness is forced ; and 
it all comes out: "You are never to get 
better, — ^you have sentence of death in your- 
self. And, after the first flutter of surprise, 
8* 
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ycm pnsli awaj the novel or the cards, and 
you say, "Bring me my Bible." Or you went 
to church one Stmday, and Q-od's Word found 
^ you out " Without holiness no man shall see 
the Lord." " Be not deceived ; neither forni- 
cators, nor idolaters, nor thieves, nor covetouS| 
nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, 
shall inherit the langdom of God." " Strive 
to enter in at the straight gate." "-He that 
believeth shall be saved ; he that believeth not 
shall be damned." You heard something 
which made you feel that if you continue as 
you are, it would have been better for you 
never to be bom. You grew dull and moody ; 
but, after a few rebellious strugglings, your 
heart felt quiet You saw that it wa3 worthy 
of 'a holy God to aflBbt heavy penalties even to 
your favorite sins. You felt that you had 
done wickedly and that you were truly vile. 
And in this humble frame of mind you took 
up the Testament) and, a^ weU.as you could 
recall them, you turned to those passages 
which teU the grace of the Lord Jesus, or 
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wliicli annoTinoe God's pardoning mercy. 
What it was that caught your eye at last I do 
not know; but it caught your heart as well; 
for you were presently on your knees, witi^ 
tears of. surprise and thankfdlness drenching 
the open volume, and sobbing out your praises 
to Him "who forgiyeth all your iniquities, 
and crQwnetjh you with loving kindness and 
tender mercies." And ever ance, notwith- 
standing many decays and declensions, you 
have been a very different reader and hearer 
of the Word from what you were before. 

It is by making the heart soft or the spirit 
serious, that God makes His own Word pre- 
cious. It was in this way that several of the 
French prisoners, during the last war, to all of 
whom copies of the Scriptures were offered, 
came tmder its subduii;ig and renovating in- 
fluence. In the absence of amusement and 
with nothing to excite them, many of them 
beguiled occasional hours of captivity with a 
book, which in the bustle of the camp they 
would never have dreamed of opening. They 
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learned firom it a secret wHch reconciled them 
to many a privation, and which sent more than 
one of them back to France enriched with the 
pearl of great price. It is thns that many a 
convict has had catise to admowledge with 
gratitude the timely detection which brought 
him acquainted with God's Word, and which, 
through the Gospel-door^ admi4i»d to the fel- 
lowship of saints the outcast of society. And 
it is thus that many a man has had reason to 
adore that gracious, though for the moment 
mysterious, sovereignly, which stripped Him 
of his wealth, or deprived him of his dearest 
friend, or left him for life a shattered invalid; 
but which, in the same dispensation, taught 
him to cry, " The judgments of the Lord are 
more to be desired than gold, yea, than much 
fine gold." "I am a stranger in the earth; 
hide not thy commandments from me." "I 
am become like a bottle in the smoke ; yet do 
I not forget thy statutes." 

It does not matter what has been the sober- 
ing or softening influence. It does not matter 
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wheflier there has been some striking Provi- 
dence, or whether from causes which you can 
harcily specify, you have been brought to un- 
wonted solicitude about the one thing needful. 
There is One Being with whom, if your dela- 
tions are right, nothing need greatly disquiet 
you ; and there is only one document which 
can inform you how with Him right relations 
may be secured and maintained. This is the 
peculiar value of ScSripture that to the question 
which Nature only answers by dim hieroglyph- ; 
ics or brilliant paradoxes, its reply is articu- 
late and authoritative ; and on the problem, ' 
which reason could iiot meet even by approx- 
imation, it sheds the light of a simple and ex- 
haustive solution. To the question, "What is 
God?" it answers, — ^not space, — ^not nature, — 
not the universe, — ^not merely the Great First 
Cause ; but it answers Jehovah: Jehovah all- 
sufficient: the Lord Almighty : that Uving and 
personal God whose justice and benevolence 
are as iniinite as his wisdom and power, and 
who does not embark vaster resources or a 
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stronger interest in the framing of a world than 
he can afford for the wel&re and enjoyment of 
some creature-Mend. And to the &rther ques- 
tion, " What are the dispositions of tliis Qod 
so just and benevolent, so wise and mighty,— 
. what are his dispositions to a sinner like me 7" 
it answers '^ merciM and gracious, forgiving 
iniquity transgression and sin." But comfort- 
. .ing as this assurance is, it is not conclusive; 
and till the final query is met,-:-till you knoir 
what to do so as to attract towards yourself 
God's mercy rathet than his justice, — ^general 
information as to the Divine generosity and 
goodness can give you no absolute confidence 
God-ward It is here that the Scripture comes 
forth with its specific announcement, and meets 
the soul longing for God's firiendship with its 
welconie oracle. Gpd has sent forth his Son to 
redeem and retrieve lost sinners of our race. 
The expiator for our guilt, and, if resorted to, 
the intercessor for our souls, as willing as he is 
worthy, the Son of God is man's Savio^xr ; and 
to plead his atonement, — ^to ding in gratefiil 
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dependence to his cross, — is the same thing as 
to see our name in Life's Book, our soul in 
Life's Bundle. Qod loves the sin-expiating, 
law-magnifying, Saviour, and for his sake he 
loves the cross-clasping, Christ-exalting be- 
liever. Sin is perdition, but the antidote of 
sin is the merits of the Saviour. Sin is per- 
dition ; but trust in Christ is salvation. 

As the present remarks are chiefly designed 
for those who are just making a commence- 
ment in iteligion, or who- are only thinking 
about it, I shaQ conclude with a few words to 
those who feel some interest in the subject, but 
who have npt yet come to a plenary persuasion 
that the Scriptures are the Word of God ; and 
to those to whom the subject itself is distaste- 
ful) for they despise or dislike that great salvdi- 
tion which the Scriptures reveal. 

1. You feel an interest in religion, but you 
are not sure that you have found a revelation. 
And if there were only time, you cotlld men- 
tion a great many di£Siculties in the Book and 
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about the Book wKich Iiaye hitherto prevented 
you firom leceiyingthe Bible as the xEndoubted 
Word of God. And yon -want to know, 
" What am I to do ? I oannot love Chri^t^ till 
I am convinced of the facts concerning Him; 
and I shall not be convinced till once I am 
furnished with conclusive evidence. I assure 
you that I am in earnest, but I am not con- 
vinced. Where shall I find the evidence ?" 

Permit us then to ask, if a doctrine were 
holy, and if predictions were uttered, and 
miracles were wrought in its behalf woxdd you 
not believe that holy doctrine thus attested to 
be truly Divine ? Baaed on such prophecies 
and miracles would you not feel t^t it rested 
directly on the omniscience and omnipotence 
of God ? But with Jews still in the world, and 
with their Old Testament the same as our own, . 
do you not believe that the Old Testament 
prophecies were uttered long before the ap- 
pearance of Jesus Christ? And £rom the 
proofe of their sincerity given by the aposfles^ 
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do you not believp tliat the miracles whicli 
they have recorded in the* New. Testament are 
true ? Iq other words, do you not believe that 
as the fulfilment of so many prophecies and the 
fountain of so many miracles, Jesus Christ was 
all that he claimed to be, and which his first 
disciples died declaring, — ^the Son of God and 
the Saviour of men ? • . 

Then again, on the Saviour's authority and 
from the wonderM fulfilment of their prophe- 
cies do you not beUeve that the books of the 
Old Testament are inspired ? On the strength 
of Christ's promises and their own frequent as- 
sertions, do you not believe that the apostles 
were divinely inspired to unfold the Christian 
doctrine more ftillyto the world? And on 
the testimony of friends and foes from the first 
century downwards ; from the impossibility of 
. forgeiy ; and on their own internal evidence, 
do you not believe that the books of the New 
Testament are the writings of Christ's apostles ? 
And believing all this, do you not actually con- 
9 
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cede that tlie Scripttures of the Old and New 
Testament are the Word of God?* 

In a matter of such moment we do not de- 
precate the utmost caution ; but at ike same 
time in a matter of such urgency you should' 
not grudge the utmost diligence. Itisthetum 
of your mind to !* prove all things," and, like 
that most sagacious of animals which won't 
cross a bridge tOl it has tested its strength,— 
you say that you can adventure no interest ex- 
cept on a well-proven conclusion. So be it; 
but at the same time remember that this is no 
hoUday excursion, but a life or death xetreat, 

* By such a prooees of suceessiTe inferenoee a moat tocxm- 
pliflihed stadent describes liimself as conducted to'llie thresh- 
old of that faith which became the joy and rejoicmg of his 
heart — Memoir of Rev. J, Brown Paterton, pp. 152, 18S. 
On the Christian Eyidences, the following works are able and 
oondusive : — LyaU's ** PropsBdia Prophetica ;" Keith's ** Ful- 
filment pf Prophecy f Isaac Taylor's ** Transmission of Hano- 
scripts," and faift ".Process of Historical Proof;" Pale/s 
"Evidences," and "Horae PaulinsB;" Gurney's "Portable 
Evidence;" and "The Eclipse of Faith." On LupiratioD, 
the best book is Gaussen's " Theopneustia." Of the Evi- 
dences generally, Bishop Daniel WUson's Leotureaare an ex- 
cellent abstract 
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escape for dear existence. Bemember 
that betwixt iim islet which you occupy and a 
blissfdl immortality, — ^betwixt mortal life and 
eternal glory, if this bridge be not trustworthy, 
there is not any other. Your choice is smalL 
It is notj Which of many? It is not even, 
Whichof two? Butitis, Thisor none I You 
are in the predicament of a castaway, who finds 
himself on a dry sand-bank surrounded by a 
rising tide. There were only a few furlongs of 
it at the first, and already it is half submerged, 
when the people on the shore espy him and 
send a boat to bring him off. But he cavils 
at its construction. He doubts if it is safe. He 
questions if it will ever get to land. Nay, he 
has strong suspicions that there is no land at 
all. But what do you intend to do ? There 
is nothing else in sight — ^neither sail nor steaAi. 
And you have not long tp hesitate. Your 
bank grows less. The waters rise. They soon 
will swell up to the brim, and ths place that 
knows you now will not know you to-morrow. 
You might have trusted us ; for all this trouble 
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was taken, not to destroy one who is drowning 
at any rate, but with the hope of saving yon. 

You say that you are sincere and earnest. 
We rejoice to hear it; for in th%| event it is 
no uncertain issue. Doubtless, there is an 
earnestness which prevents people from deriv- 
ing the full comfort from the most abundant 
and overwhelming evidence ; just as a man's 
anxiety for his own or his children's safety may 
make him question the sea-worthiness of a first- 
class vessel. In the pr^nt case few are ren- 
dered nervous by inordinate ajmety: fermore 
continue pceptical, or languidly assenting, be- 
cause their solicitude is only a troubled sleep 
— a half-awakened apathy. If you are only 
sufficiently in eartaest, your doubts wiU soon 
dispel. ^ In his Word, God has not left himself 
without a witness. The " strongest consola- 
tion" Ih th^ world is theirs who have fled for 
reftige to the hope set before them ia the Gros- 
pel, and the most rational of men is the believer 
in Jesus. ^ 

To every man who is redgfly earnest the Bible, 
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sooner or later, commends itself as the Word . 
of the true and holy God ; and its pre-eminent 
revelationj the Gospel, commends itself as the 
wisdom and the power of God. It is no true 
earnestness which does not make men candid ; 
and iQ the case of Christianity candor is the high- 
road to conviction. A guileful heart inay be 
superstitious, and the evil heart of tmbeUef may 
be strangely crednlous ; but it is the heart which 
Gk)d himself makes " hon^t" which yields to 
evidence, and which, when God speaks, in- 
stinctively trembles at the Word — ^which, when 
God shines forth, immediately rejoices and 
adores* " From me Christ required no miracles 
as witnesses of His truth ; He Himself, His 
life. His thoughts. His actiOBs, towered above 
the mist of centuries, — the one perpetual miracle 
of history; the holy ideal of a perfect human- 
ily." Such was the deliverance of ablate popu- 
lar Swiss author J* and the same self-evidenc- 
ing power of the Scriptures has been thus de- 
scribed by a man of science at Strasburg :f — 

* Zchokke. t Frofeiaor Baatain. 
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" A single book has saved me ; biit that book 
is not of human origin. Long had I despised 
it, long had I deemed it a class-book for the 
<nredulous and ignorant ; nntil, having investi- 
gated the Gospel of Christ, with an ardent de- 
sire to ascertain its trath or Msity, its pages 
proffered to my inqtiiries the sublimest knowl- 
edge of man and nature, and the simplest, and, at 
the same time, the most exalted system of ethics. 
Faith, hope, and charity were enkindled in my 
bosom ; and every advancing step strengthened 
me in the conviction that the morals of this 
book are as superior to human morals, as its 
oracles are superior to hum(ui opimons." . 

The fsict is, when a man holds out hiB lan- 
tefti, and asks you if there is a light in it, you 
may be aUe to convince him that there is ; but 
the very circumstance of his asking such a 
quesfion makes you fear that he is blind ; and 
at all events five minutes of dear vision wonld 
be worth a world of your arguments. When 
amanasks. Do you think the Bible is inspired? 
is it really the light of God which is shining 
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iheie? You may prove it by unanswerable 
argument ; and yet ypu cannot help regretting 
that he shonld need to appeal to others ; nor 
can you help remembering how it stands Writ- 
ten, " The natural man receiveth not the things 
of the Spirit of Qod ; for they are foolishness 
unto him: neither can he know them; for 
they are spiritually discerned."* Should we 
meet the eye of any one in this predicament, 
the best advice we can give is. Bead and pray. 
Yes, read and pray. Pray, " Open thou mine 
eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out 
of thy -law." And as you pray this prayer, 
read the book, and ponder its sayings; and 
better feelings will spring up in your mind — 
holy thoughts and loving, grateful thoughts 
towards Christ, kind thoughts towards your 
jfellows, devout and contrite thoughts towards 
God. " The commandment of the Lord is'pure, 
enlightening the eyes ;" and it opens the eyes 
by rejoicing the heartf You cannot be long 
in wistful contact with it without imbibing 
« 1 Cor. a 14 f Paalm sdz. & 



^101 THS BIBLE AND THE INQUIBSB. 

some of its hallowing influence. You cannot 
look long at the.lamp till its own qtiickcming 
xadiance has opened jour eyes. Whilst to its 
sure word you are still taking heed, the day 
will dawn and the day-star arise in your heart 
2. My dear readers, it is a solemn thing to 
be entrusted with these lively orades. We 
have adverted to their literary attractions : lei 
us not forget their personal urgency. That 
Bible is a sacred book. It is God's angel, ^&er 
hospitably lodged or ignominiously neglected 
in our homes. May that messenger of Qod's 
mercy never prove, through mal-treatment, the 
recorder of our gmlt, and the fatal witness 
Sbgainst our wilful impenitence and reprobate 
mind I For whether we open the Bible to as- 
certain God's present will concerning us^ it is 
one of the books which shall be opened, and 
by which our lot shaU be Hxed, when He comes 
to decide our final destiny. We are not done 
with it We must meet it yet again. Before 
the great reckoning day there will be an end 
of most human authorship ; and, except as the 
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good or evil which they have done will rise up 
to bless oriBondemn the writers, no more will 
be heard of them. But when all other books 
are foi^tten, when the heaven and the earth 
have passed away, not a jot nor a tittle of God's 
Word shall have perished ; but by the light of 
the Great White Throne we shall read the self- 
same pages which we so often turned over in 
our earthly dwellings. Oh, that we could oc- 
cafiionally read these Scriptures with that im- 
pression on our minds : — " This is the Word of 
God which endureth forever. When I awake 
on the resurrection morning I shall see few of 
the things with which I am now familiar. My 
house and my lands wiU not be worth a day's 
purchase then, and gold and precious stones 
m&y be had for l&e gathering; but the soul 
vnll be worth exactly what the Bible declared : 
— ^it will be cheap could it be bought with a 
whole world. The comrades whose snule of 
connivance or whose drunken plaudits used to 
embolden me in sin, will not aVail me when I 
Btand confronted with a holy God ; but just as 



106 THE BIBLE AlSfD THE INQUIBEB. 

the Bible has said I shall find it,-^< Though 
hand join in hand the wicked shall not be xm- 
punished.' The systems of philosophy, and 
the different foims of human religion, will melt 
in the midst of that great nnveiUng; and popu- 
lar opinion may torn out a grand illnsicm; but 
in the new heavens and the new earth I shall 
•recognize the same Jehovah, and shall read the 
same grand principles of right and wrong, with 
which I was brought acquainted when a child 
in the Sabbath-school. Yes, names and notioufl 
written in the earth mnst corrode, and crumble, 
and pass away ; the earth itself must melt in 
fervent heat, and revive in a new creation ; but 
Christ's words shall never pass away. Nay, in 
their lonely and majestic surviving they shall 
seem to absorb aQ other words into themsdves; 
and as I read the flame-bright legend on the 
tablets of eternity, amidst the wreck of all be- 
sides, Bevelation will stand out the great re- 
ality ; and I shall feel the responsibility whidi, 
in his retrospect of the ' Course of Time,' the 
poet ascribes to the possessors of this volume:— 
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' They had the Bible. Hast thoi; eyer heard 
Of suoh ft book 9— The author Ckxl hiniBetf. 
The tobject Qod and man ; salvatioii, life 
And death— eternal life, eternal death 1 
Hoet wondrous book I bright eandle of the Lord t 
Star of eternity I — ^the only star 
By whieh the bark of man ooold nayigate 
The sea of life, and gain the coast of life seenrely. 
Una book,-!-this holiest, this snblimest book,— 
Was sent — ^heayen's wHl, heaven's code of laws entire— 
To man : this book contained, defuied the bounds 
Of yice and virtue, and of life and death ; 
And what was abadow, what was sabstanee^ taught"* 



V. . 

In the spring of 1817, there used to meet to- 
gether in a large saloon at Geneva, from twenty 
to thirty stadents. Some of tliem were ardent 
and accomplished young men, and all of them 
were aspirants to the Christian Ministry. Bui 
at that time, little faith was found in Geneya. 
The city of Calvin and Beza was under the 
spell of Yoltaire and .Bousseau, and in the 
christened Paganism of its Theological Acade- 
my, " St. Plato and St Seneca" had supplanted 
St. Paul and St. Peter. These young men as- 
sembled every alternate evening, and took 
their places at a long table, on which lay the 
Hebrew and Greek Stpriptures, with many ve^ 
sions, German, French, and EnglisL In this 
little college, the professor was a retired naval 



THE BIBLE AND THE OHBISTIAK. 109 

officer, feom Britain. Efo was a grave and 
thouglitful man. He had gained his ^cen- 
dancy over his scholars, by the interest which 
he manifested in their ftiture ministry. They 
had no idea that the pastorate was siich a re- 
sponsible and weighty office ; but as he spoke 
so seriously about the thousands of souls of 
which they were soon to have oversight, the 
solemnity of the stranger solemnized them- 
selves. They were now searching the Scrip- 
tures daily, on purpose to ascertain the truth 
of Gbd; and as unheard-of doctrines, suqh as 
human corruption, the incarnation, justification 
by the righteousness of another, one by one 
came forth from the open volume, great was 
the astonishment of these youthful " Bereans.'' 
Of oouise, many difficulties were felt, and not 
a &w objections and cavils were started ; but it 
was only by comparing Scripture with Scrip- 
ture, that Mr. Haldane explained or d^ended 
its statements* '' There it stands written with 
the finger of Gk>d," was the end of the matter ; 

nor was there any question on which texts did 
10 
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not oocqr instant and apposite to this '^living 
conooidance." As the result, ahnost every 
one of these students became a distanguished 
Evangelist; and in the persons of men like 
Gonthier and Bien, and Merle d'Aubign^, 
many dark places in I^ranoe, Belginm and 
Switzerland were penetrated by the light of 
the Gospel; nor is it saying too mucli to af- 
firin, that, through the Evangelical Society in 
wluch it ended, the wtole of French-speaking 
Europe is destined to &el the effects of that 
season's earnest Bible-searching.* 

The Bible is the book out of which every re- 
foimation of doctrine has issued, and every re- 
vival of religion. And whether we are called 
to be the instructors of others, or are only desir- 
ing security and precision to our own system, we 
cannot do better than resort at once to "HffB 
orade. Or, as is still more likely, if any Me 
of us has notions indefinite or undecided on 

*See *'fhe lives of Robert and James Alexander Hal- 
daae^** chap. 18, published by R. Garter <fe Brothers. 
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some important article, he cannot do better 
than study that portion of Scripture in which 
it is especially treated. Is it the person of 
Christ on which you long for clearer light? 
Do you want to know whether he isDivinie, 
and whethei: without idolatry you may give 
him not only love and gratitude, but adoration 
and worship? Then read the book of St 
John. Is it the great atonement on which you 
desire to be more fully informed? Do you 
wish to know the exact function which the 
great High Priest discharges, — ^whether his 
'! finished" work be an exclusive and exhaust- 
ive expiation for sins, or a sacrifice requiring 
constant repetitions, and originating a new sac- 
erdotal order? Then read the Epistle .to the 
Hebrews. Or is it on the doctrine of justifi-. 
cation, that you covet more precise and thor- 
ough instruction? Do you seek to know 
where God would have you rest your hope of 
heaven ? whether it is your fidth, or your feel- 
ings, or your improving sel^ that He would 
have you trust, — or his own dear Son the Sa- 
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viour?. Then read the EpMed to the Bomana 
and Galatians. Whatever be the point on 
which you would know the mind of God, yon 
will find some portion of his Word which 
gives foiih the Divine deliverance ; and when 
that portion is lUnstrated and confirmed by ap- 
propriate parallels, y onr fEuth will staixd not in 
the wisdom of man, bat in the power of God 
However, to regard the Book as a mere 
oracle giving forth responses on doctrinal ques- 
tions, is a cold theory of ScriptiKe. The poet* 
teHs how he " shot an arrow into the air," and 
owing to the swiftness of its flight he lost it 
In like manner, he adds, 

" I breathed a song into the air ; 
. It fell to >earth I knew not where. 
Long, long afterward in an oak 
I found the arrow still unbroke ; 
And the song, from beginning to «nct 
I found again in the heart of a friendL" 

Such recoveries and recognitions of one's 
thoughts are always pleasant. You liad for- 
gotten the saying ; but months afterward some 

* Longfellow. ' 
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one tells you how to him it had ptoved such a 
word in season. You have no remembrance 
of having ever met this prosperous merchant ; 
but he asks, " Do you not recollect the advice 
you gave a young man, who brought you a 
letter of introduction from such a friend twenty 
years ago ? — ^advice which I followed, and here 
I am." Nor does anything delight you more, 
than to find that you are so loved by another 
that he acts on your wishes, and you con- 
stantly see carried out in his silent proceed- 
ings, requests or suggestions of your own. If 
the most delicate token of affection, this is also 
the most decisive. It proves that you live in 
the heart of your friend ; and that, seen or not 
seen, you are truly dear to him. 

God's bow is never bent at a venture. He 
never loses sight of His arrows. No word of 
His ever misses its mark, but each accom- 
plishes its purpose. And yet it is not the less 
a joy to Him when that word finds a welcome, 
and of all men he is to the Most High the 
dearest, in whose affections God's words are 
10* 
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Udden the most deeply, and in whose conduct 
ihej most conspicxtouslj re-appear. 

Perhaps, it will be brought still nearer to 
our apprehension if we recall the saying of the 
Saviour, '' If ye abide in me, and my words 
abide in youj ye shall ask what ye will) and it 
shall be done nnto you." "K ye keep my 
commandments, ye shall abide in my love; 
even as I have kept my Father's conimand- 
ments, and abide in ESs love." ^ In the heart 
of Immanuel were hidden all the desires and 
commandments qf the Father; and to cany 
them into effect, was the labor of love which 
gave unity and grandeur to his entire incarnate 
history. Audit was this which drew towards 
him the perpetual complacency of his heavenly 
Father. On the one side, the obedience of his 
beloved Son was an incense, ever ai^cending 
through the sin-laden atmosphere of earth; 
and, on the other side, the Father's recognition 
of that obedience was a blessing constantly re- 
turning,— dispelling in some degree the miaiamft 
♦ John, XV. 7, 10. 
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of lihe cuise, and opening through, our murky 
air streaks of that sapphire which formed the 
firmament of an untainted Paradise. And 
just as it was bj keeping the Father's com* 
mandmentSy that the Son abode in the Father's 
love, so it is by keejang the Saviour's com- 
mandments, that he tells us, we shall abide in 
the Saviour's love. Nay, if Christ's word 
abide in us, we shall come to sucb a blessed 
unison,^— our will shall be in such harmony 
with his, and such a delight shall it be to him 
to show his bve to his disciple, that, ^'weshall 
ask what we will, and it shall be done unto u&" 
The Saviour desires our love. He desires 
to live in our grateful afiection. And just as 
whatever we do in remembrance of Hini, helps 
to endear Him to us, so the more richly that 
His word dwells in us, the dearer are we to 

Wherever such a word is aeted out, the soul 
is at once made happier and stronger. It isin* 
stantly brought nearer to that Divine Friend 
whose promise is thus trusted, or whose wishes 
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axe thtis fulfilled ; and, as an inevitable oonse- 
qnenee, it receives an angmentatiou of spiritual 
vigor, and is better able to believe tbe next 
true saying, or to do the next right thing. 

A little girl, ten years of age, who had long 
been nursing a sick sister, and whose mother 
was in feeble health, was getting quite worn 
out One morning as she trudged along to 
procure medicine, — as she thought how bard it 
was to be always widting on the invalid when 
other children were at play ; and then, when 
she thought how likely it was that her sister 
wpnld die, — betwixt weariness and grief she 
began to weep bitterly. But a sudden thought 
crossed her mind. Her tears were dried, and 
her step grew light and nimble. After she ie> 
turned, noticing how cheerftilly she went about 
her work, and how briskly and easily she did 
it, her mother asked the reason. It turned out 
that the verse had come into her memory, <* I 
know O Lord, that thy judgments are ligbt^ 
and that thou in faithfalness hast afiSiicted me»'* 
Day and night thenceforward she never wearied 
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in her attendance on the inyalioL Her cheer- 
fbl countenance did more good than any medir 
cine. And ere long she had her reward, for 
her sister recovered.* 

Mr. Simeon, of Cambridge, was at one time 
an object of much contempt for Christ's sake 
and the GospeL And though usuallj he bore 
up bravely, it was very trying to know that 
nobody liked to be seen in his company ; and 
one day as he walked along with his little Tes- 
tament in his hand, he prayed that God would 
send him some cordial in his Word. Opening 
the book his eye alighted on the text, " They 
found a man of Cyrene, Simon (or Simeon) by 
name; him they compelled to bear Jesus' 
cross." " And when I read that," he tells us, 
^' I exclaimed, ' Lord, lay it oh me : lay it on 
me ; I will gladly bear the cross for thy sake.' 
And I henceforth bound persecution as a wreath 
of glory round my brow."t 

«"The Holy Seriptares" (Tract Sodety AneodptM)— 
where many interesting foots are oolleoted. 
f Simeon's Lif4,p.896, poblisliedby H Oarter A Brothers. 
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Id the Tower of London you have read the 
yeise inscribed bj one of the bloody Mary's 
prisoners, "He that endnreth to the ^id, the 
same shall be saved.'- And you remember 
how it is related <^ the Non-Gonformisty Mr. 
Lawrence, of Baschnxoh, that when some one 
reminded him that he had eleven good argu- 
ments against giving up his Uving, and asked 
him how he meant to maintain his wife and 
ten children, he answered, " They must aU live 
on the sixth of Matthew, ' Take no thoxight, 
saying. What shall we eat ? or, Wherewithal 
shall we be clothed ? but seek first the kingdom 
of Qod, and his righteousness, and all these 
things shall be added unto you.' " And count- 
less instances might be quoted where, to every 
range of intellect, from the IMe child up to the 
learned philosopher, and in all emergencies 
from a matter of daily routine up to a question 
of life or death, the all-fitting and all-fo]:es6eing 
word of Christ has been the antidote of temp- 
tation, the incentive to duty, the joy in tribu- 
lation. On its nail fastened in a sure place 
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thousands have suspended their earthly future 
as well as their eternal all, and they have not 
been confounded. With its sword turning 
either way they have put to flight armies of 
doubts and fears, and whole legions of Satanic 
suggestions. Times without number on the 
guilty conscience or the troubled spirit has a 
healing leaf descended, fresh from the Tree of 
Life, and charmed into the evening's ecstasy 
the morning's anguish. None of that Word 
shall return to the great speaker *' void ;" for 
according'to their various fitith or suscepti- 
bility, absorbed into the soul of disciples, it 
will outlive the most enduring of tablets and 
outshine the most brilliant of transcripts ; and 
although every Bible should perish, the whole 
of Christ's sayings might be recovered in his 
living epistles. . They might all be collected 
again in the hearts of Christ's friends. 

All flesh is grass, and the grave is fast fill- 
ing with great authors. Once they are there 
praise caimbt flatter them, affection cannot 
dbieer them. And, except that small number 
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whose "works do follow them," ihey iflay 
either be. ignorant of the influence which iSkej 
are exerting in the land of the living, or they 
would rather that they did not know. But 
the Author of the Kble lives. ' The Saviour, 
whose sayings it perpetuates, lives. The Holy 
Spirit, who taught the men of Qod to write if^ 
lives. It is tkjGj to the Lord Jesus when any 
saying of his finds a frank believe or a chee^ 
fid doer. It is a ^adness to the Spirit of Grace 
when those pure loving words of his refine a 
coarse nature, or persuade a stubborn wiU, or 
heal a broken heart It is a delight to the 
Most High when his own truth credited leads 
any soul to regard him trnstfolly and loyally, 
and to cry to hinij Abba,— our Father who art 
in heaven. The Author of the Bible 'is not 
like oiie who publishes a great book, and so 
far as he is concerned its influence is posthu- 
mous ; but he is rather like one who sends a 
letter into your dwelling and awaits its result 
He is rather like one who has indited a volume 
with an eye expressly to your benefit, and who 
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finds Ids joy Mfllled and his purpose answered 
when you begin to bend to its reasonings, to 
mould yoior life on its maxims, to ifiU y otir sonl 
with its inspiring tiaotives. Under God's . eye 
read QoA^b own Book, and pray for that Com- 
forter's tesEching who can make the literal 
Scriptore a living message and a transforming 
power. Then, — when your principles and rules 
of action are derived from this celestial source, 
jou will understand how a man by becoming 
truly scriptural becomes " a temple of the Holy 
Ghost" And, if you can&ot say it yoursdJ^ 
when Christ's Word dwells in you richly, you 
will uoderstand how another could say it, ^ I 
live, yet not I ; Christ liveth in me." Believ- 
ing God's truth and reooiving God's Spirit, as 
long as the Lord lives you need never want a 
friend, nor as long as He has a cause in the 
world, need you ever want a pursuit. 

As we said in the last chapter, it is the dark- 
Bees which makes the lantern so welcome. And 
it is the darkness of the slok-room or the house 
12 
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of moimungin which this " Night-lamp"* emits 
allitsheayenlinesa. You will find it so. Fond 
as you are of books, there is only one that you 
will value at lisist ; and with your head on the 
pillow you will hardly care to be told that a 
new volume of the Great History is published, 
or a marvellons epic out^pe^ing all its prede- 
cessors. '^No; read me the twenty-Huid 
Psahn. Let me hear the fourteenth of John." 
When your strength sinks yet lower, — ^wh^ 
yonx interest in all under the son has fiuied 
away, and ebbing life affords not even a part- 
ing tear,^t wiQ for a moment rally the worn 
fiusulties, to hear Ihe whisper, ^' My flesh and 
my heart fidleth; but.Gbd is the strength of 
my hearty and my portion forever," ** Yea, 
though I walk through the valley of the shadow 
of death, I will fear no evil; for thou art wiib 
me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.*^ 
And when all is over, when to orphan duldieD 
and desolate kindred the world is'grown a great 

* The happy name of a very edifying narratiTe of a metUa^ 
last days by Dr. John Macfiirlane. 
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sepulclire, and the most tender Mends are vain 
comforters ; wlien letters of condolence lie tin- 
opened, and words of compassion &1I Hke hail- 
stones on the heart, — the first thing which sends 
a warm ray into tiie gloom, and brings to the 
eye tears that are not bitter, is when Jesns 
himself breaks the silence, and you hear, ^' I 
am the resnrrection and the life; he. that be- 
Ueveth in me, though he were dead, yet shall 
he live." "What are these who are arrayed 
in white robes, and whence came they? These 
are they who came out of great tribulation, 
and have washed their robes, and made them 
white in the.Uoodof the Lamb. Therefore 
are they before the throne of God, imd serve 
him day and night in his temple ; and He that 
fidtteth on the throne shall dwell among theuL 
They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any 
more ; neither shall the sifn light on them, nor 
any heat. For the Lamb who is in the midst 
of the throne shall feed thepi, and shall lead 
them unto living fountains of water ; and Qod 
shall wipe away all tears &om their ^es." 
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By the oonieasion of ihe world's own -poet^ 
" Christianity is the religion of the sorrowfaL"* 
Nothing can be. traer. Christ is indeed l3ie 
mourner's Friend; Christ's Word is the " Af- 
flicted Man's Companion." And if &aj hu- 
mane spirit would like to mitigate the distresses 
of his brethren ; if you would ^Ednbe a son <^ 
consolation to the sons of sorrow, the kindest 
thing you can do is to conduct them to this 
source of perennial oomfi»rt The world is fiiU 
of sufferers; and if you- do not meet them in 
the streets, city missionaries and others will 
soon direct you to their dwellings. There, or 
in the public hospital, you will find them, bed- 
rid, consumptiye, palsy-stricken, blind, Wasting 
away in direful diseases; and what can you do 
for them ? What can philosophy do ? What 
can mere human philanthropy do? The one 
would dieioourse on the pain-conquering power 
of a resolute will, or wotdd expatiate on the 
lot of mortality : — as if writhing anguish could 
be meeonerized by stoic saws, or. a fever oould 

* Moore in ''The Epiooreaa" 
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be cured hj fetalism. And ihe other, wiser 
and kinder, would seek for the tossing sufferer 
better attendance, or a purer air, or a less un- 
eadj couch; but it 'is a short limit to which, 
when humanity has gone, it can go no &rther» 
The best ^U cannot cure old age ; the rarest 
cordial cannot tempt the sickly palate; the 
purest ah*, the sofitest couch, the kindest nurs- 
ing cannot conjure into health those that are 
doomed to die. But in his mercy Gk>d has 
provided an assuagement for such misei^, — ^an 
effectual antidote to the worst ingredient in the 
cup of woe. Visiting your poor neighbor, you 
will probably find that antidote already in the 
bouse, but its value is stiU unknown. It is 
your privilege to be the ministering angel, and 
to point out to the dying Hagar the hidden 
well. Putting into the words as much of 
Christ's own tenderness and kindness as you 
can, you read or repeat some appropriate pas- 
sage; and, just as the scanty strength can bea^r 
it, you add here a little and there a little, and 
renew your visits till,*in an arrested ear and 
12* 
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opesing heart, Qod crowns your lore and an* 
swers. yotir prayers. And those only who 
have seen it can tell the difference between the 
sick chamber where there is no hope, and one 
lit up with immortality — between the dull en- 
durance or the rebellious resistance of the 
stricken transgressor, and the pati^Dit cheerful- 
ness and prophetic joy of a Lazaraa, whose 
sorry couch is spread in glory's vestibule. So 
that next to his. highest service who pre- 
occupies with Scriptural principle a healthful, 
youthful neighbor, and who thus secures for 
society a Christian citizen, as well as for heaven 
a meet inheritor, — ^is his visit of mercy who 
carries to the abodes of wretchedness thetidings 
of great joy, and who, with the help of tbe 
Holy Spirit, reveals the secret which makes 
the worst pain tolerable, and the sorest a£9ic* 
tion joyftil,-r-which beguiles with songs the 
longest night, and teaches the man of sorrow 
alway to triumph through Jesus Ohrist 



VI. 

%\t §ibU suit t\t |ntoli]». 

Salmasius was. perhaps the most learned 
man in aU the seventeenth centoiy. He had 
read not only books, but, libraries; and yet, 
when he came to die, it was his bitter excla- 
mation, "Oh, I have lost a world of timel 
Had I but one year longer, it should be spent 
in reading David's Psalms, and Paul's Epistles." 
Wheresoever the Bible may be despised, it is 
sure of a respectftd welcome in the ^ick-room ; 
and however stalwart the intellect, however 
sturdy the gait of healthM days may have 
been, there is no comfort in the valley, without 
.the sustaining of this sta£ Some Christians 
stand forth from their fellows, conspicuous for 
moral energy or mental vigor; but in these 
solemn hours, there is nothing left for any but 
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to Ml back on the faithM Baying. There 
have been few braver spirits than John Knox; 
few steadier thinkers than John Fost^; but 
the biographer of the latter tells ns, that '' dur- 
ing the last two or three days of his life, the 
Soriptures. (chiefly the Psalms) were by his 
own desire exclusively read to hiin;'V and 
when E[nox was laid on his death*bed, along 
with other portions,. he made his attendants 
read to him every day the fifty-third of Isaiah, 
and the seventeenth of John. 

The late Mrs. Isabella Graham of New Yoik 
had (k)mpiled for her owur use a little collec- 
tion of Scriptures and hynms, which she en- 
titled " Provision for my last Journey throng 
the Wilderness, and Passage, over Jordan." 
And whether collected into a manual or not^ 
it is well to have at command those portions 
of the "Word which, thoroughly trusted in the 
faintest hour, wiU be " everlasting arms" around 
the spirit. For such purposes none are so suit- 
able as the simplest announcements of Grod's 
forgiving and fatherly mercy, — those gospds 
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of hiB grace which ccmstitote the pre-eminence 
and the chann of the Seriptaral revelation. 
Short and plain, they are divinely adapted to 
the languid powers of sickness ; or, shoidd 
there be a capacity for more sustained atten- 
tion, the gentle words of the Saviour, and the 
soft breathings of the Psalmist, will fall on the 
ear more soothingly than the acoents of the 
most tender human' comforter. 
* However, the sickness may not be '^unto 
death;" at least so gentle is its progress and so 
slowly do its stages succeed one another, that 
the house appointed folr all living is a terminus 
&rpff and rarely remembered. Ton have lit- 
tle pain ; you are only very feeble ? Or, you 
have paroxysms of severe suffering, but with' 
long intervals of ease ? You hope to get bet- 
ter? Or, you fear that you will not? Wedo 
not know how it is with the fiail body ; only 
you are an invalid. Andinthatcircumstanise 
you have a special call to acquaint yourself 
with the Word of God ; and for attaining this 
acquaintance you have a • great advantage. 
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Ckxl in his providence is now saying, ^'Arise; 
this is not yoar rest ;" and by seeluding you 
fix>m distracting occupations or giddy Mends, 
lie is giving you a rare opportunily to com- 
mence that acquaintance witb himself vrhich 
will make you blessed now and forever. 
' In his old age Carsten Niebuhr, the great 
traveller, was blind ; but as he lay on bis bed 
or reposed in his easy-chair, his &C6 would be 
often luminous with an inward joy. He was 
meditating on the splendid scenes which he 
had so often viewed in the sunny Eastern land; 
and as its glowing landscapes and its biilliant 
starry vault rose again from the depths of his 
memory, he feared for them no ecUpse, and 
never missed the flat marshes of Holstein. 
And so, my fiiend, should Qod open yoni 
eyes to the wonders- of his Word, you will not 
be resourceless though all other joys are cut 
ofL Tou will grow intimate with patriarchs, 
and apostles, and other noble acquaintances 
whose names are in the Book, and whose pre- 
sent abode is in the many fnaosioBS. You win 
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get to know a Friend whose eartUy history is 
in the Book, and whose present home is at the 
right hand of the Father ^ — a Friend, who 
when the midnight taper only reveals an empty 
room, is still so nigh that he can hear yoor 
softest whisper ; and were you breathing forth 
yottr spirit in the silence, would bear it in- 
stantly to the bosom of immortality, and in* 
trodnce it to the white-robed company. You 
win become familiar with the New Jerusalem, 
and the tree of life, and the pearly gates, and 
the crystal river. And, mayhap, as you med<» 
itate on these, and as you essay to think on 
the glorious perfections of the- great I Am, and 
as you muse on the paradise that was, and on 
the new earth that is coming, and as precious 
]Hromises crowd round you, each with an earn- 
est in its anns,-^amidst the bliss of beheving 
God's truth and Ihe joy of enduring God's 
will, you may get such songs in the night as 
never were heard in Ihe halls of the worldling, 
and the visions of God will eclipse all the pa- 
geants of time. 
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So was it with a liapp j sufferer whose lus- 
tory we lately read Poor and dependent^ for 
six and thirty jeaiB Ihe Tictiin of incniable 
maladies, often xmdetrgoiog excmciatiiig agony, 
Bometimea for a lengtheBed period blind, &v 
have experienced the exquisite enjoyment of 
which her ^ttecred tenement was l^e habitual 
abode. • As she wrote to a fiiend, " My nij^ts 
are very pleasant- in general I feel like David 
when he said, 'I wait for the Lord; my soul 
doth wait ; and in His word do I hope.' And 
while I am enabled to contemplate the won- 
ders of redeeming grace and loTe, the hem 
pass swiftly on, and the mom appeaxB even be* 
fore I am aware.'' " I experience so much of 
the Savionr's love in supporting me nnder 
pain that I cannot fear its indrease." Ono^ 
when a lady, shuddering at the spectade of h^ 
sufferihgs, said that if called to endure somtieli 
pain herself her fidth must feil^ Harriet quoted 
the text^ "Strengthened with all might, m^ 
aO. long-suffering wiOt joyftdness," and bAM 
"Tes; and I think this is one end to be as* 
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swered in my long s^e!\im&-^--€nc(mrageme^ 
for others to trust in Him. This precious Book 
is my constant companion, and its truths and 
promises my imfidling support"* 

* « Gold Tried in the Fire: a Memou* of Harriet Stone- 
12 



Nbab the Franoonia Mountaiiis in America, 
there died a verj aged man last August 
Shiewd, vigorous and sturdy, he Kved without 
God in the world, fourscore and fotir yearsj— 
a grasping, passionate, aad domineering man, 
a thorough-going worldling. But the sudden 
death of an old acquaintance startled him. He 
filt that it was time for himself to get ready, 
and by an exertion almost incredible, he 
learned to read the Testament " Yes, it was 
hard work," as he said to a fiiend. "At my 
time of life to begin with the letters and learn 
to read, was hard work. Sometimes I could 
not make out the sense. . But I would cry to 
the Almighty to help me, and then I would 
try again) and He would help me to find it 
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out. So that, now, I haye read the Testament 
through eight times, and here I am in the epis- 
tle of Peter, the ninth time ; and Oh," he added, 
with streaming eyes, "it is gloiy and praise in 
my heart" He was a sagacious and energetic 
old man, and, as he said himself " I wanted a 
religion that should be good and strong, and 
that would keep by me, and help me when I 
came to die. So I cried to the Almighty, and 
he gave me a heart for the blessed Testament. 
I found out how to read it, and then I read in 
it that Jesus Christ made the world, and the 
rivers, and the mountains. And then I began 
to pray to Him, that He would give me a new 
heart; and He gave it to me. And I read, that 
when He lived on earth. He healed the sick 
and the blind, and was good to the poor ; and 
then I knew that He would be kind to me ; 
and He forgave me, and gave me a new heart" 
It was quite true. The change on his harsh 
and rugged nature was very wonderful ; and 
as 'he said to the great American Statesman, 
who was his brother-in-law, '' I have had done 
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for me, Daniel, what neither you nor all the 
great men in the world oonld do fof me ; I 
have got a new heart" And, retoming to his 
Ijome, Mr. Webster said, " Wonderfol things 
happen in. this world, and one of them is, that 
John Ciolby has become a Christian."* 

When the reader is prompted by such a 
powerful motive, the Bible is sure to be abon- 
dantly interesting, and it is hardly needful to 
give rules for its profitable perusal But if I 
do not mistiCke, most well-disposed persons 
wish that they carried to the Book a warmer 
enthusiasm, and sat down to it with a keener 
relish. They know its Divine authority. They 
feel how solemn is its claim on their attention. 
They would not be happy to let days or weds 
pass without a portion read. And yet they 
regret that their Bible-reading is so meehan- 
ical ; that it is so often a tedium and a task- 
work ; and altogether they feel guilty and un- 
comfortable at their treatment of the Word of 
God. 

* See a recent tract of the American Tract Sooietj. 
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We may assume that it is not for want of 
intrinsUb interest or importance, 4;hat the Bible 
proves dull ot distasteful to any reader. And 
for tiie sake of those who would like to enjoj 
it more, I would offer a few plain suggestions : 

1. The very copy of the Bible which you 
use is a matter of some moment. A man of 
letters will read our English epic in the small- 
est size and sorriest type, rather than not read 
it at all; butif he possess the Bard of Paradise 
in a worthy garb, — ^if his edition be a learned 
luxury, — a delight for the eyes to look upon, 
he wiU be ready to return to it, and by casual 
pe^ as well as stated perusals, hewill be apt 
to grow mighty in Milton. So with the Jews, 
ancient and modem. Their transcripts of the 
Law are prodigies of penmanship, and apart 
fix)m all other value, would be worth collect- 
ing as caligraphic wonder& In like manner, 
as one means of enhancing the value of the 
Book, would it not be well to get an attractive 
copy? an edition so &ir and bright, that its 
very beauty would coax you to return, and, 
12» 
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instead of straiimig jotir eyes over blurred and 
blotted columns, the clear and expreaaiye type, 
like the recitation of ap articulate speaker, 
would '^giye the sense, and cause you to un- 
derstand the reading ?"* 

2. But in (trder to understand the meaning, 
you must take advantage of every help. There 
is a Geography of the Bible, — an Arcbsdologj 
of the Bible, — a Natural History of the Bible; 
and it is ignorance of these which makes many 
portions so insipid. For example, the Acts of 
the Apostles read without a map, even if they 
convey some lessons to the heart, must remaia 
a chaos in the memory. But i^ instead of its 
starting points and stations all merging in one 
another, — ^if instead of fancying Corinth, and 
Colosse, both towns of Greece, and Antioch 
and Athens, adjacent villages, — ^if the route of 
the Apostle resolve into geographical distinct- 
ness, it will not only be intensely interesting 
to follow him from place to place, and mark 
the successive stations where the Gospel was 

* Nehemiafa, viiL 8. 
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planted; but it will materially enliven yonr 
penisal of the Epistles, when you think of the 
localities where the Eoman, Corinthian, Philip- 
pian, and Thessalpnian conyerts dwelt — the 
first fruits of European heathendom ; ov when 
you call up the circumstances connected with 
the Galatian, Ephesian, and Colossian^ church- 
es, — ^half Hebrew, half Hellenist. In Kke 
manner, some knowledge of Ass3rrian and 
Medo-Persian history is essential to a full 
command of the Old Testament prophecies; 
and not only are Amos and Obadiah new 
books when read among the forsaken rock- 
eyries of Fetra, but Jonah, Kahum and Ha- 
bakkuk, and many portions of the larget 
prophets are full of enigmas, the solutions of 
which have only lately been dug from under 
the earth-mounds of Mesopotamia. Even the 
knowledge of an Eastern custom is instant 
light on the corresponding &ct or saying. 
When you see a Syrian flock following the 
shepherd, and answering to his call, you re- 
member, " My sheep hear my voice, and they 
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follow me;" and wlieu you see the herdsman 
bringmg home, to the village at the dose of 
daji the oxen and asses, with which he was 
entmsted, and once he is witibin the gate leav- 
ing them to themselves, for he knows that they 
will find their own way through the streets, 
and all seek their respective stables,— you un- 
derstand Isaiah's words, '* The ox knoweth his 
owner, and the ass, his master's crib ; but 
Israel doth not know, my people doth not con- 
sider." Were the climate, the seasons, and 
the husbandly of the Holy Land, carefiolly 
noted by some competent observer, they would 
throw fresh light on many a Seriptnre; and 
even the little which is known of its . Natnial 
History, has dispelled many a difficulty. In 
the siege of Samaria, we are told, that ''an ass^ 
head, was sold fox four-score pieces of ralver, 
and a cab of dove's dung for five pieces of sil- 
ver,"* and many have wondered why this last 
should be sold at all ; but when we know that 
it is the bulbous root of the Star of Beth- 

* 2 EiQgs, yi, 2> 5. 
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lehem* which got this name, and which was 
often used for food, the wonder ceases. People 
used to think the coneys of Solomon the same 
as our rabbits, which are indeed ''a feeble 
folk," but which do not " make their houses in 
the rock." Now that the coney is ascertained 
to be the Daman or Hyrax,t — ^a shy, defence- 
less creature, which lurks among the clif& of 
the mountains, and darts into its den at the 
least approach of danger, the words of Agur 
acquire their full significance. When Solomon 
says, " Go to the ant, thou sluggard ; consider 
her ways, and be wise: which, haying no 
guide, overseer, or ruler, provideih her meat 
in the summer, and gaihereth her food in the 
harvest ;" there can be little doubt that he ascribes 
a hoarding forethought to the ant. But as no 
European species is known to lay up stores, it 
has been usual to understand the passage as an 
accommodation to a popular impression. It 
may be so ; but in Asia there is at least one 
store-gathering species. "In June, 1829," 
* OmWiogdvm umbellaiumy f Byrax Syriaeiu, 
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sajB Col<Hiel Sjkes, "in my morning walk, I 
obaearved more than a score of little heaps of 
grass seeds (Panicum) in several places, on nn- 
ctiltiTated land near the parade groxmd [at 
Poonah] ; eacli heap contained about a hand- 
till. On examination, I found they were raised 
by a species of ant ( Atfca providens), Irandreds 
of which were employed in bringing up the 
seeds to the sur&ce, fix)m a store below : the 
grain had probably got wet at the setting in of 
the monsoon, and the ants had taken advantage 
of the first sunny day, to bring it up to dry. 
The store must have been laid up from the time 
of the ripening of the grass seeds in Januaij 
and February." * 

3. This leads me to mention another BiUe- 
help, which I think you will find very valua- 
i)le. • Would it not be good for every one to 
keep for himself, a little store-house of Bible- 
illustration? Every book that elucidates Scrip 
ture is useful ; but to each person the most 
seryioeable of all commentaries would be one 

* Entomologieal Transactions, vol. i, p. 103. 
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of his own compiling. Were any one to get 
an interleaved Bible, or still better, perhaps, a 
blank-paper book; and wbenerer, in reading 
a theological treatise, or a work of Eastern 
travel, or in listening to a sermon, he fotmd a 
dark saying expounded, or a trite saying hap- 
pily applied, he treasured it up ; his casket 
would soon fill with pearls of great price. 
Even although, as is usually the jGstte of such 
e2:periments,--even although the record were 
imperfectly kept up, its value would be un- 
speakable. Every text thus illustrated be- 
comes in its turn an illustration ; not only an 
enlightened sur&ce, but a luminous source, — a 
torch to a hundred parallels, — ^a candle to all 
the context^ And although you never made 
more than a few dozen entries in such a book, 
they would shed more meaning over the Bible 
than days of. careless and cuisoiy perusal ; and 
when you had nearly forgotten ajl other books 
and sermons, the biographical incident^ the 
theological elucidations^ the illustrative max- 
ims and memorabilia, whicb you had thus gar 
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nered up, would snrviye, as mterestdng and in- 
stnictiye as ever. 

4. The Hble, as we haye already had occa- 
sion to mention, is, in one aspect, a book, and 
in another aspect, a libraiy. Ithaahoth tinity 
and yariefy. It is all alike the Word of God, 
and yet it is really made up of six and sixty 
yolume& The bouquet is composed of manj 
flowers, but all of them gathered in the con- 
servatory of Heay^n. The bundle contains 
many spices, aloes, myrrh, and cassia, as well 
as inint^ and cummin, — proverbs as well as 
gospels, chronicles as well as psalms, — some of 
them more exquifdti^ and some of them more 
homely, but all of them firom God; and all of 
them, in Iheir coUectiyeness, profitable for do^ 
trine or rq>roo^ for correction or instructioii, 
. and cdmbining to famish for every good work 
the man of Ood. And where there is such di- 
yeraity, there will be corresponding affinitieB; 
and without any disparagement to the rest^ 
eveiy reader will find a prevailing attracticHi 
to some given portion. The poet is the ui- 



HINTS TO THE BIBLE STUDENT^ 146 

heritor of nature* He enjoys it all, and de- 
spises none of it ; but there is some form or 
presentation in which he speciallj delights. 
Crabbe loved the low sandy flats of the Suf- 
folk coast, and Wordsworth the hills of Cum- 
berland. Davy forgot philosophy and became 
a little child among granite peaks, which spoke 
of his native Penzance ; and Scott declared 
that he should die if he did not once a-year 
inhale the heather. Each had his torn, and 
for every taste the Creator had provided a 
counterpart And 80 the believer inherits the 
Bible. The record of his fidiher's love is all 
his own. But though it is the same God who 
gives it all, and though it is the same Saviour 
whom it all reveals, there axe diversides of 
tBSteB] and to meet these tastes, there are di- 
versities of adaptions. Leighton basks in the 
warm evening;: sunshine of Peter, and Lather 
grows electric with the yearning affection and 
evangelistic ardor of Paul. With the Sermon 
on the Mount and the hortatory epistiea &a 
ibeir topic, the Englijsh reforms sought to 
13 
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foster in their hearers a practical piety ; whilst, 
coeval Mth the Bidleys and Bogerses, the 
Bonns and the Hammonds of England, the 
North gave birth to men like Knox, and Mel- 
vflle and Brace, — ^men who took their cue 
fix>m the old Hebrew prophets, and their text 
from the Kings Or the Judges, — ^a lion-beard- 
ing, image-breaking race, fall of their own 
sublime purpose, out of a race of swordsmen 
and robbers to make a covenanted nation,—- 
and in carrying that purpose as fearless of man 
as they were faithful to their God. And so, it 
is not only^ possible, but we would almost sisiy 
desirable, that each Bible-book had *its own 
student, — one who found in it a special pleas- 
ure, and who round it as a nucleus aggregated 
materials from the rest. But it is still mpre 
needftd alongside of any partial study like 
this, to secure a comprehensive knowledge of 
the Scriptures complete. No siagle book can 
make a Bible, just as no one truth can make a 
ftill revelation. It is, therefore, by comparing 
Scripture with Scripture,— by reading Hebrews 
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in the light of Leviticus, — ^by supplementing 
Matthew's parables with John's conyeisationS) 
— by comparing the justifying righteousness 
of Eomans with the justifying <feith of Gala* 
tians^ and both together with the futh justify- 
ing works of James, that our creed shall attain 
symmetry and system, and like an arch, which 
is not all pier or aU key-stone, but which con- 
sists of many courses fitly £ramed together, 
our faith — self-consistent and self-sustaining — 
will not readily break down. , The Qt)spel, — 
the great faithful saying, is the key-stone ; but 
on that grand central truth, — ^the Cross of 
Christ, God Manifest, Love Licamate, the Me- 
diator at once human and divine — on that 
great key-stone, from where Genesis opens to 
where the Apocalypse closes, every successive 
instalment has a purchase and puts forth a 
strengthening pressure. And if it add to your 
intelligence to know the special purport of 
every Bible-book; if it be creditable and 
scholar-like to be able to tell, off-hand, how 
Second Samuel relates the reign of David, and 
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how Seooiul John is an apoBfeolio counsel to a 
Chxistdaa Lady ; you will only attain a thor- 
ough Bible mastery, you will then only be 
mighty in the Sciiptures, when you know 
their respective contributions to the can^pal 
Bevelataon, and can point out that testimony 
concerning Jesus, which is the essence of them 
all * 
5. Those who are acquainted with Greek or 

* Every book of the Bible has iU own " burden.'' It makes 
its ^edfic iaddition to the aggregate Revelation. The reader 
eould address himself to no mcHre profitable inquiry than to 
aseertain the principal subjects and prevuling purport of 
each book, — ^ia some oases, of each chapter t>r section ; and 
• it would be a material aid to his miderstanding and memory 
if he oould oondease the result into a brief ** running tiUa.* 
■In the German Psalten^ quaint and suggestive names are 
given to some of the psalms. For instance, the 101st is 
** David's Begenten-spiegel," "David's Mirror for Magis- 
trates," the 119th, "Der Christen goldenes A B C," <&&, 
*' the Obristian golden Alphabet." Thomas Brooke calls the 
eleventh chapter of Hebrews, " that little Book of Martyrs f 
and " Sacred IdyUs," is the name which Dr. Gk)ode has given 
to his version of Solomon's Song. The reader will have no 
difficulty in finding out ** Bjpg David's Pastoral," and Mes- 
siah's " Epinikion, or Carmen triumphale ;" but every one 
may not have noticed that the New Testament contains two 
l^istles to the Ephesians, and two to the Hebrews. 
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Hebrew, will naturally take tlie opportunity 
of reading the Scriptures in their original lan- 
guages. In that case, they will find no doc- 
trine nor important feet with which our author- 
ized version has not already brought theiyi ac- 
quainted ; but they may find many expressions, 
which, in the origiual, acqiiire new force or fe- 
licity. But a chief advantage of reading the 
Greek, or the Hebrew, is, that it keeps the 
mind alert, and necessitates a closer marking 
of words and phrases, than when running over 
the well-known verses of our English Bible. . 
For the same reason you will often find it of 
service to read a foreign translation. In Lu- 
ther's or De Wette's German Bible, in the 
French of Martini or De Sacy, in the Dutch or 
Italian Testament, the occasional discrepancies 
and the curious idioms will keep your atten- 
tion awake ; and, Uke a gem in a fi*esh setting, 
like a picture in a new frame, you will, be at 
once surprised and delighted by the novel as- 
pect of familiar ideas. Or, as an edifying recre- 
ation, why might not a few friends compare, 
13* 
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stanza by stanza, the Psalms, as thej have 
been rendered by Watts, and Merrick, and 
Eeble, and by the Sootch and English yersion- 
ists ; or, as thej have been done into Latin 
nieastire, by Johnstone and Buchanan ? Or, 
why might they not go over, verse by verse, a 
chapter of the Gospel, or of an Epistle, as given 
by Wiclif and Tyndale, and onr other eady 
translators,* noting, as they proceed, any 
seeming diversities or any pecxdiar and em- 
phatic egressions? 

6. In family worship it is nsu^y best to 
read some book or the entire Bible right 
through, chapter by dbapter; but in his pri- 
vate study, every reader must adopt the plan 
which suits his turn of mind and his circum- 
stances. A man of leisure may allot a large 
portion for his daily perusal, and in his pro- 
•gress from book to book, he may avail himself 
of the commentator or critic who has done the 

* For thiB, eyery facility is afforded in Bagater's "Engliah 
He^pW— a work eontaiDing the English New Teatameoi 
of Wiclif, Tyndale, and Oranmer, and the Genevan, Anglo 
Bhemish, and Authorised tersiona. 
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most to e3q)otmd it. And h man of little lei- 
sore, like the Shepherd of Salisburj Plain, 
may be glad to snatch for his morning meal, a 
promise or a proverb, — the verse of a Psalm, 
or a sentence from a GospeL But even the 
busiest man will find occasional opportunities 
for more extensive reading ; and on some quiet 
evening, or in the seclusion of the Sabbath, 
you could not do better than sit down to the 
Bible, as you would to a theological treatise or 
a volume of Christian biography, with your 
mind made up to a deliberate and straightfor- 
ward perusal. With this view you may select 
the history of Joseph or Samson, of David or 
Solomon ; the Journeys of the Israelites ; the 
Missionary Excursions of St. Paul : or you may 
resolve to master a century of Hebrew History, 
connecting with the recorded events the co- 
temporary prophecies : or you may determine 
to read right through a Gospel Narrative, or 
the whole writings of some apostle, James, 
John, or Peter, And just as you find the 
charms of continuity and completeness enhance 
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all the other attractions of an ordinary book, — 
so, in perfect harmony with devout and reye- 
rential feelings, will the course of the narra- 
tive, the development of the leading idea, the 
progress of the argument, enlist your interest 
and quicken your perceptive powers. Indeed, 
there are many of the inspired writings with 
which it is h^dly fidr to deal otherwise. To 
take the analogous case, — when you have only 
a.minute to spare, you may run your eye over 
a Hymn of Cowpet, or a "Thought" of Pascal, 
and at once glean something memorable ; but 
you would hardly think it justice to a Sermon 
of Horsley, or a Biography of Walton, or a 
Drama of Bacine, to read it at the rate of two 
pages a day; yet this is the treatment usually 
given to the kindred composition^ contained 
in the Sacred Volxune. No doubt, to keep 
pace with readers who "run," it has "words 
upon wheels ;" and a Psalm, or a single apos- 
tolic exhortation, may supply to the man most 
hard-pressed and hurried, material for the day's 
meditation; and we cannot be sufficiently 
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ihazikfdl for sach teise and portable sajings. 
But connected prophecies and lengthened nair- 
ratiyes lose much of Ihair impiessiyeness when 
split into isolated sections ; and to saj nothing 
of the every-day error which quotes the rea- 
soning of Bildad and Zophar, as if they were 
no less authoritatiye than the Diyine Arbiter's 
own deliyerance — disseyered fironi that final 
deliyerance, a drama, like Job, loses half its 
significance and all its unity. Bead in this 
fragmentary fiuahion, the Epistle to the He* 
brews has fidled to disclose to many a Protes* 
tant the true theory of Christian Sacerdotalism, 
and the Epistle to the Bomans is obscure on 
the method of justification. And, forbearing 
rejference to the most sacred of aU Biographies, 
were the reader trying the experiment on him- 
self he might possibly find that the itineran- 
cies of Paul' the Apostle haye not left on his 
mind an impression so lucid ad the career of 
Whitefield or Eliot, and that his outline of 
Hebrew History is a sad contrast to his knowl- 
edge of his. own country's annals. And yet^ 
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he haa read tlie sacred records ten times as 
ofi^n as any uninspired historiazL But — ^which 
snflEiciently accounts for the difference— the 
modem author waaeagerlj resumed night aJBber 
night, till the perusal was ended : Samuel and 
Luke were meted out in daily tasks, and never 
read except in small disjointed fragments. 

7. Like Q|her books, the charm of the Bible 
will very much depend on the frame of mind 
in which it is studied. To an earnest reader, 
it wiQ always be interesting; toadocile reader, 
it will always be new and surprising. If you 
intended to visit the land of Gold, you would 
peruse with avidity the publication which de- 
scribed the country, and which told you what 
equipments to provide. Or if you. were fond 
of some science, you might spend half the night 
devouring a treatise which expounded its prin- 
ciples, and you would feel richly rewarded in 
your fresh infcMmation or your new intellec- 
tual mastery. So was it with John Colby. As 
soon as he learned to desire a better country, 
'^God gave him a heart for the blessed Testa- 
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Vnent ;" and neaxly all the waking hours of his 
remdning three years were devoted to its 
study. If we, too, want " a religion good and 
strong, that will keep by us and help us when 
we come to die;" if conformity to God's will 
be the science on which we are most intent ; 
we shall need no inducement more powerful 
to draw us back to these Scriptuiils ever and 
anon. To an honest heart they never lack the 
zest of novelty ; nor so long as the mind is 
wakefiil will there ever be an end of their won- 
ders. When the Jews returned from Babylon, 
and were somewhat settled in their ancient 
city, the occasion was signalized by a great 
Scripture-reading. Assembling early and com- 
mencing with prayer, the Governor and the 
Ministers occupying a platform in the midst, 
while a vast congregation thronged the square, 
one voice relieved another, till the sobs and 
bitter cries of the audience interrupted the 
speakers. The tale of God's mercies ; the re- 
cital of his good conmiandments, and the whole 
history of their nation's provocations and per- 
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versBty, bad broken the lieaxt of the peopki; 
and though the rolers succeeded in stilting 
their lamentations, no time was lost in carry- 
ing out one practical conclusion. '^ They 
found written in the law, that the children of 
Israel should dwell in booths in tiie feast of 
the seventh month. So the people went forth 
and broughloliye branches, and pine branches, 
and myrtie branches^ and palm branches, aod 
branches of shady trees, and made themselves 
booths, eyeiy one upon the roof his house, and 
in their courts, and in tEe courts of the House 
of Gx)d, and sat under .the booths ; for since tine 
days of Joshua, unto that day, had not the 
children of Israel done so. And these wss 
veiy great gladness." The perusal of the law 
had pointed out a neglected duty; the heart <^ 
the people was soft; it was the reiy season 
when the feast should be kept ; no time was 
lost; but as the people prepared themselves 
hastily to keep the commandment, so JeboTah 
blessed with his immediate smile, — " a great 
^adness,"-— the nation's new obedience. An 
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enclianted scene it was in that clear autumn 
weather: every street arched over with its 
verdant trellis, and every flat roof a fragrant 
bower; Jerusalem suddenly converted into a 
forest, and its new temple a mount waving 
with shrubbery and blazing with flowers : 
whilst, sweeter than the breath of the myrtle, ^ 
rose the incense of praise and Idie swell of a 
sanctified patriotism. It was a week of waking 
blessedness,-^as if a segment of the heavenly 
Sabbath had been inserted in the days of earth, 
and people wondered at their happiness. Yet, 
after all, they were only carrying out a com- 
mand which had for ages existed in the Word 
of God; with the existence of which some of 
them were doubtless acquainted long ago ; but 
which, had it not been for the propitious inood 
of that moment, might have remained a dead 
letter till Jerusalem was a a^cond time de- 
stroyed. Even so, my reader, there may be 
both doctrines and duties stiU latent in Scrip- 
ture, whose discovery only awaits our more 
docile perusal. And, like the Jews at the re- 
14 
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vival of tlie Feast of Tabernacles, when we 
comply with the neglected command, or credit 
the fahhM saying, we shall es^rience /'a 
great gladness,"— the joy which has already re- 
warded more teachable scholars, and which, 
with more candor, would sooner have greeted 
onrselves. 

Finally, prayer is a sure means of rendering 
the Word read both pleasant and profitable. 
There is a certain congeniality of mind essen- 
tial to the enjoyment aikd right understanding 
of any book. A man of scientific exactitude 
will soon weary of a work of fimcy, and apoet 
will soon lay aside a work of tame technicali- 
ties. And, looking to their external style, 
there are few minds so universal as to appre- 
ciate equally every sacred composition, histor- 
iciEd, poetical, argumentaitive, didactic; and 
there has been much wresting of Scripture 
firom forgetting this obvious distinction. Frigid 
critics have applied their michrometers to the 
imagery of Isaiah, and have subjected to log- 
ical severity the metaphors Of Job ; just as some 
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over-lieated fimdes haye seen no end of mys- 
teries in the books of Esther and Ezra. Happy 
is it for a Bible-book when it finds a like- 
minded interpreter, — ^when a poet, like Home, 
expatiates on the Psahns, and when a logician, 
like Haldane, expoimds the Bomans.' But, 
apart from this outward form, — ^this human 
style, — historical, didactic, logical, poetic, — 
there is an. inner, all-pervading style, — so to 
speak, God's own style, — ^a style of thought 
which is neither Hebrew nor Hellenistio — ^nay, 
nor even Human, — but aloof from aH, and 
above them all, — ^a Heavenly style, — a tone of 
sanctity and benevolence and majesty, which 
makes this book as superhuman as it is all- 
adapted and all-blessing. To appreciate this, 
— to enter into this, the Divine mode of think- 
ing and feeling, — ^it does not need that we be- 
come poets, reasoners, sages; — ^it does need, 
however, that we become worshippers. No 
man knoweth the things of a man, save the 
spirit of man that is in him ; even so, no one 
knoweth the things of God, save the Spirit of 
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God ; and to give us sympatliy with God's own 
mind, to enable us to credit sucli love as is the 
love of God, and to give us relish for such ho- 
liness as is the very essence of the Godhead, as 
well as to make us cheerfully bow to the au- 
thority of the Great Speaker, we need to be 
taught by the Holy Spirit That Spirit is 
promised to prayer. God will give his Holy 
Spirit to them that ask him. And if, like 
John Colby, we cry to the Almighty, He will 
give us a heart for the blessed Testament I^ 
like Ezra and his audience, our reading of the 
Law is prefaced by prayer, it will be followed 
by repentance and reform. If, like David, we 
exclaim, " Open thou mine eyes," we shall see 
wonders in God's Word. If, with Paul, we 
bow the knee to. the Father of onr Lord Jesus 
Christy He will strengthen us by his Spirit in 
the inner man, and Christ beheved will dwell 
in our hearts, and we shall be enabled, through, 
the faith- of love, to know the love of Christ, 
which passeth knowledge. 



vm. 

Befobb ihe days of printing, the copyists 
sometimes took great pains with iheir manu- 
scripts, and Bibles were then elaborately em- 
bellished. Traced in silver and gold and bril- 
liant colors,— occasionally executed on tinted 
parchment, the mere letters were often a gor- 
geous picture ; and such illuminated- manu- 
scripts will always awaken the astonishment 
and delight of the tastefdl antiquarian. 

We do not print our Bibles in silver and 
gold ; nor have we verses marked out fipom 
the others, by their vermilion ink; or their 
bolder character. And yet, we have sometimes 
thought that every careful reader can illumin- 
ate his own copy as he proceeds. The book is 
all bright with passages which, at one time or 
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another, have stirred or strengthened him : — ^it 
is all ndiant with texts which have accused, 
or rebuked, or consoled him. On this verse 
he heard a sermon which he never can forget : 
this chapter is associated with some affecting 
event in his domestic histoiy ; and here is a 
paragraph which gave rise to a dialogue or 
meditation, ever memorable in his religious 
career. 

Yet, were a hundred such illuminated Bibles 
compared, it would be found that in no two of 
them is the same set of passages marked and 
made prominent. Some may coincide ; and a 
few emphatic sentences may be common to all ; 
but, according to individual peculiarities or 
providential circumstances, it will turn out that 
portions fraught with glory to one eye, are ob- 
scure or ordinary to every otB&r. 

To take two instances. Suppose that each, 
man were to mark in vermilion the verse that 
first convinced him of sin, or first made him 
anxious for the saving of the souL In the Bi- 
ble of the Apostle Paul, the tenth conmiand 
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would be inscribed in red letters ; for, as he 
tells ns, "I had not known sin, except the 
commandment had said, Thou shalt not covet." 
In the Bible of Alexander Henderson, it would 
be, " He that entereth not by the door into the 
sheepfold, but climbeth up some other way, 
the same is a, thief and a robber ;" for that was 
the shaft which pierced the conscience of the 
unconverted minister. In the Bible of the 
Ironside soldier, the rubric would be found at 
Ecclesiastes, xi 9; foi^ it was there that the 
bullet stopped, which, but for the interposing 
Bible, would have pierced his bosom; and 
when the battle was over, he read, "Eejoice,* 
O young man, in thy youth, and let thy heart 
. cheer thee in the days of thy youth, and walk 
in the ways of thine heart, and in the sight of 
thine eyes ; but know thou, that for all these 
things God will bring thee unto judgment." 

. Or, suppose that each were to mark in 
golden letters the text which has been to him 
the gate of Heaven ; the text through whose 
open lattice a reconciled God has looked forth 
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on him, or ihrougli wkose telescope he first has 
glimpsed the Cross. The Ethiopian chamber- 
lain would mark the fifty-third of Isaiah : for 
it was when reading about the Lamb led to the 
slaughter, that his eye was directed to the 
Lamb of God, who taketh away the sin of the 
world, and he went on his way rejoicing. The 
English martyr, Bilney, would indicate the 
faithful saying, ^* Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners, of whom I am chief;" 
for it was in sight of tkese words that the bur- 
den fell fix)m his back which fiusts and penances 
had only rendered more weighty. There was 
" a stricken deer" who had long been panting 
for the water-brooks, but he had yet found no 
coiiifort; when, one day, listlessly taking up a 
Testament, it opened at the words, "Whom 
God hath set forth to be a propitiation through 
faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness 
for the remission of sins that are past," and in- 
stantly he realized the sufficiency of the atone- 
ment, and embraced the Gospel ; and, doubt- 
less, the Bard of Olney would signalize by the 
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most briUiant memorial, the spot where the 
Sun of Bighteousness first shone into his soul. 
— " Now unto the King eternal, immortal, in- 
visible, thjB only wise God, be honor and glory- 
forever and ever. Amen." These were the 
words whidi instantly converted into a living 
temple the calm and stately mind of Jonathan 
Edwards ; and we may be sure that, — ^like Ja- 
cob, who, at Luz, would always see lingering 
the light of the ladder, — every time he return- 
ed to the passage, even in his most cursory 
perusal, the devout theologian would perceive 
a surviving trace of that manifestation, which 
into his vacant wistful soul brought " the only 
wise God," and in glorifying that God gave 
him an object worthy of the vastest powers 
and the longest existence. 

Such is the Divine variety of Scripture; 
and thus from the stores of religious biography 
might be compiled a sort of historical com- 
mentary, showing what service in liie way of 
" doctrine, reprooi^ correction, and instruction 
in righteousness/' the different passages have 
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done. It would be found that in ihiB qoiyear 
there are hundreds of arrows which have 
pierced the conscience and convinced of sin; 
It would be found that from this tree of life, as 
many leaves have dropped, and proved effect- 
ual to the healing of such wounds. It would 
be found that in this garden there hardly 
grows an herb, but some visitor has been re- 
galed by its beauty or revived by its fragrance ; 
and those which have not been sweet to the 
taste, have, in their very bitterness, yielded a 
satutaiy tonic. How many a text should we 
find invested with its true and touching le- 
gend I This was the lamp which lighted such 
a. pilgrim through that ominous ecHpse; and 
this was the hidden manna which, in the howl- 
ing wilderness, restored his souL Here is the 
smooth stone with which he struck down that 
terrible temptation, and here is the good sword 
with which he cut off its head. Here is the 
harp on which he discoursed sweet music when 
God gave him songs in the night ; and there is 
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the Staff with which he was comforted when 
he walked through the valley. 

An illuminated Bible makes an illustrative 
reader; and i^ in your private perusal, you 
come ever and anon on passages made dear 
and memorable by their bearing pn your per- 
sonal histoiy, in your own turn you will, in 
some measure, supply that commentary which, 
of all others, is the greatest desideratum, — a 
l^ble Christian, — an epistle of Christ that 
may be known and read of all men. 

Perhaps my reader is a young man. Per- 
haps he is a young man of enthusiasm and en- 
ergy. In exuberant health, and with spirits 
briskly bounding, he has the prospect not only 
of living long, but living largely : — a man who 
will feel in every fibre all the influences of the 
coming age, and who will be himself no mean 
influence in it. 

Brother, look before you. "Wherewithal 
shall a young man cleanse his way ?" In this 
abundance of life, and this measure of ability, 
God has given you a solemn trust You can- 
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not help telling on others for good or for eviL 
And when a few years arie past, yon will have 
done a great deal to deepen the perdition, or 
to heighten the bliss, of yourself and others. 

Methinks I hear you ^y, " I don't want to 
be vicious; nay, I would rather be uncom- 
monly virtuous. I would like to be a better 
man than most of your so-called Saints. I am 
sick of thisir affectations and hypocrisies. I 
cannot bear their cant. I wiant to be in every 
action sincere and earnest, — every atom true, 
i cannot fill up a ready-made formula: I can- 
not stow myself away in the stiff exuvi83 of a 
misshapen antiquity. I must be original, in- 
dependent, real. I shall make my own model, 
and then I shall make myself. 

By all means be genuine ; nay, by all means 
be original. But, on the part of a creature, 
what is the truest originality ? Is it not the 
closest copying of perfection? that is, the most 
implicit imitation of the Creator's originals ? 
When Phidias or Praxiteles took a block of 
marble, did he $ay to himself "Now, I shall 
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make a new thing under the Sun : — ^I shall 
make a figoxe whioh can suggest ta the be* 
holder nothing that moveth upon the face of 
the earth or in the waters under the earth :— 
something so novel, that it has never entered 
into the heart of. man to conceive it, and no- 
body will guess where the model was found?" 
Had he S9id this, he would have pioduced an 
original of that sony sort which we call an 
oddity^— ^something .veiy grotesque ssid un- 
gainly, — something like an A&ican fetich or a 
Hindoo paged. But the great artist said, "I 
shall make, as near as possible, a perfect man. 
Gathering up hints of strength and symmetry 
wherev^ I can find them, I shall devoutly en- 
deavor to realize that exquisite model which 
was in the eye of the Divine Artist himself;" 
and, with the humility of genius, content to 
copy, — hmb by limb, and lineament by hnea* 
ment, there came out &om the dead rock the 
most unique of all originalities^--^ perfect 
flgurei a glorified humanity ,-— a vision of power 
and joy which makes us understand how very 
15 
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good, once on a time, was this mortal frame, — 
how fearfully and wonderftdly made at first, — 
how wonderful and fearM the Besuirection 
miiy see it all again. 

The Belyidere Apollo is the most unique and 
original of sculptures, because it is the most 
earnest and successM of imitationa As fiu: 
as he could catch sight of it, the artist kept 
constantly in view the model supplied by the 
Creator ; and it is by combining so skilfully 
every fiagment of peculiar beauty or vigor 
which came in his way, and by copying these 
so faithMly, that he has realized such a splen- 
did conception. 

. Now, making one proviso — ^remarking that 
all genxiine goodness is spontaneous — ^that it is 
excellence followed for its own sake, not mim- 
icked for admiration's sake, — ^y ou will find that 
ihegoochesa wiU turn out the most originai, not 
which makes its oum Tnodel, or strikes out its own 
styhy — hid which most closely copies Perfection. 
This book supplies such a model. It eadiibits 
a Pattern-Man, — ^a wearer of our intellect and 
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will aad affections, who never spoke a word 
that was not the right one, and who never did 
a light deed, so that even he himself could 
have done it better. This peerless pattern — 
this man so elevated, yet so tender, — so loyal 
to God, yet so loving to those aroimd him, — 
so separate from sin, yet so void of sanctimo- 
niousness, — ^the Word sets before you, and 
God says. Be ye followers of Christ Walk as 
Christ also walked. Let the mind be in you 
which wto in Christ Jesus. And a few sub-' 
lime spirits, made generous by the Spirit of 
God, have been seized with a blessed ambition, 
and not because men would admire them, but 
because they were smitten by goodness so 
channing, they have gazed on it^ and pondered 
it,\ and imbibed it, till they were sensibly 
changed into the same image, and men felt, 
"There you go, so noble, so lovely. We 
know y^here you have been : you could not 
have attained an excellence so charming, had 
not Jesus Christ once been in the world, and 
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had you not somehow been bioTight in contact 
with him." 

The most polished Englishman of the last 
centoiy wad Philip Dormer Stanhope, the 
fourth Earl of Chesterfield. High-born and 
well-bred, clever, eloquent, and witty, and en- 
dowed with a large amount of natural amenity, 
he was bent on distinction. To dnzzle his co-^ 
temporaries was the business of his life. He 
was a man who made his own model. From 
the speeches of Cicero, from the epigrams of 
Martial, from the saloons of Paris and Ver- 
sailles, he gleaned the several ingredients of 
classic grace and modem refinement, and 
sought to combine them in the courtier, the 
statesman, and orator. He had no God. In 
the shrine where the Most High should be, 
there was a dim outline which looked very 
like a colossal Stanhope carrying a young 
Chesterfield in its arms ; but, unless this mix- 
ture of self-idolatry and son-worship deserve 
the name, there was no religion in the man. 
He ha(^ his reward. At a levee, or in a draw- 
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ing^room, lie moyed, " the admired of all ad- 
mirers." Few made such formidable speeches 
in Parliament. None uttered so many bril- 
liant sayings in society. He got ribbons, plau- 
dits, diplomatic appointments, the smiles of the 
fidr, the envy of his peers; eveiything excqpt 
true human afifection; everything except the 
approbation of God. Should any one wish to 
repeat the man, the mould is still extant. It 
will be found ia Lord Chesterfield's *^ Letters 
to his Son ;" — ^a book of which our great mor- 
alist said, in effect, that '^ it inculcates the mor- 
als of a profligate with the manners^ of a danc- 
ing-master." But before taking more trouble, 
it is well to know the result At ihe close, he 
confessed that his life had been as joyless as it 
had been selfish and hollow : " I have recently 
read Solomon with a kind of sympathetic feel- 
ing. I. have been as wicked and as vara, 
though not as wise as he ; but now I am old 
enough to feel the truth of his reflection, 'All 
is vanity and vexation of spirit.' " Bepartees 
sparkled on his dying lips, but all was dreary 
15* 
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within, dl was darknefisarliead* The&mefbr 
which he liyed, expired before himself; and 
now truth declines to write his epitaph, and 
virtue has no garlands for his graye. 

Still a boy, while this old worldling lay 
dying, William Wilbeiforce soon grew up, and 
the grace of God made him a Christian. That 
18, it tatight him to lire not to himself but to 
the glory of God. It taught him to worship. 
It showed him that he was not his own pro- 
prietor ;.l£at he had no right to make his own 
exijoyment his chief pursuit; and that be must 
put all his Acuities at God's dii^osaL In the 
Bible he found the model on wMcb God would 
have him form his character. He studied it 
He prayed over it He watched himself, and 
struggled with his evil tendencies. God's spi- 
rit strengthened him, and gave him wonderful 
self-conquest. Betaoniug all his natural elastit- 
cily, his wit, his bright fancy, his melodious 
voice and fluent speech, — his random hilarily 
was exchanged for conscientious kindness, and 
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aU his gifts of mind and station were devoutly 
laid at th^ feet of his Sedeemer. With his pen 
he expounded to the highest classes that sys- 
tem of vital piety which Whitefield and Wes- 
ley had already preached to the populace ; and 
carrying it to the dinner-tables of Clapham, 
and the evening assemblies of Piccadilly, many 
who fancied religion too severe in the sermons 
of Bishop Porteus or the strictures of Hannah 
More, confessed to its loveliness in the life of 
Mr. Wilberforee. Then in his public career, 
—keeping himself on purpose " pure," — ^avoid- 
ing office, never nalQg for personal ends the 
vast ascendancy over others which his fasci- 
nating goodness gave him, any more than the 
prestige of his mighty Yorkshire constituency; 
alike on the floor of St. Stephen's and on the 
platform of Freemason's Tavern, he consecrated 
to every humane and Christian cause, "a per- 
suasive and pathetic eloquence, chastened by 
a pure taste, varied by extensive information, 
enriched by classical allusion, sometimes ele- 
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yated by the more sublime topics of Holy writ 
'—the thougbts and the spirit 

'That touched Isaiah's hallowed lips with fire.' "* 

How much the individual advocacy of one so 
loved and honored effected for Missionary and 
Bible Societies, it would be diffleult to tell; 
but it is hardly metaphor to say that Afiica 
wept when he died. His countiy will never 
forget him : for although poete, warriors, and 
statesmen, in numbers repose xmder the roof 
of the Abbey, England recogiiizes no original- 
ity more illustrious, no herouan more patriotic, 
than his who led the campaign of humanity so 
long, and who achieved the abolition of the 
Slave Trade. • 

The model on which Wilberforce was formed, 
stiU exists. The reader will find it in the 
book which we have sought to recommend; 
and i^ in exploring that book, he finds thoughts 
to which no one yet has done justice, philan- 
thropic suggestions which no one has yet car- 

* Lord Brougham. 
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ried out, features of excellenoe which no one 
yet has e:diibited, he will just repeat the ex- 
perience of a thousand predecessors, and still 
will leave a virgin-field for the researches of 
aU who follow. 

The Book of Nature is not exhausted. Gutta 
percha and choloroform; coal«gas and steam- 
carriages, sun-pictures and electric telegraphs, 
have all come to light within the last few 
years; and greater things than these are com- 
ing. All that is wanting is an explorer who 
distinctly understands what it is that he desires, 
and who will acjcept the answer when nature 
flings it at his feet 

The Book of Bevelation is not exhausted 
either. In our own day it has yielded treas- 
ures long latent; and we have seen such things 
come out of it as, "The Astronomical Dis- 
courses," and "Elijah the Tishbite.*' Within 
the memory of some now living, it has yielded 
Sabbath Schools and Foreign Missions, Prison- 
visiting, Bagged Schools, and Convict-reforma- 
tion. It has emancipated our slaves* It has 
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ransomed from ignorance and bondage our 
&ctQry childpen. It has sent Scriptuxe-readeis 
and Evangelists into all our towns. It has 
given our higher classes kinder and fdrer feel- 
ings toward their less favored brethren. And 
scantily as it is even jet admitted into the 
&ith and affections of Christendom, it is the 
benevolence of the Bible which at this mo- 
ment keeps its spirit from souring, and it is the 
" blessed hope" of the Bible which keeps its 
heart firom breaking: just as the existence of 
that Bible is a pledge that its merciful Creator 
has in reserve for the world a long Sabbath of 
peace and righteousness. 

Yet, like the good gifts which Nature re- 
tained in her bosom, till the sage purchased 
them and handed them forth to his fellows, all 
these great thoughts and good schemes were 
treasures hid in the Scripture, tiU Chakners 
and Elrummacher, Baikes and Sadler, Sarah 
Martin and Mrs. Fry, found them out. and 
brought them forth. But the book is not ex- 
hausted ; and if you really wish to serve your 
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fellows, this Mentor will show you the way. 
With its guidaace, you will find that the true 
'^ excelsior" is humility, and that, like Pascal, 
Edwards, and Yinet, the believer on his knees 
sees farther than the philosopher on tip-toe. 
Tou will find that the book, which, among its 
affectionate copyists, has yielded characters so 
distinct, yet so excellent, as Arnold and Bux- 
toUj Howard and Williams, Martyn and Mc- 
Cheyne, can make you as superior to your 
present self, as these men were superior to or- 
dinary mortals. In one word, you will find 
that in things intellectual, he is likely to be 
the mightiest master who knows the Bible best, 
and most meekly trusts in God; and in things 
moral and philanthropic, — ^in conduct and 
character, — he is likely to be the greatest 
original who is the closest copyist—the most 
implicit imitator of Christ. 



Hebs, of course, we can only indicate literary 
or meclianical aids to the imderstanding of the 
Word of God. Of these, as abeady mentioned, 
the most material is a legible and attractive 
copy of the book. Without any dispan^ge* 
ment to his, pocket Bible, the first commentary 
on it which the reader shoiQd procure, is an 
octavo or quarto edition, in a type bold and 
clto", and on paper so thick that Ihe printing 
df the obverse page does hot shine through. 

The next thing is to get majps of Palestine, 
of the World as known to the Ancients, and 
of the travels of St. Paul These are contained 
in some editions of the Bible, and in almost 
every Bible Dictionary. 

Of Bible Dictionaries, by far the most elab- 
orate and erudite is the larger work of Dhr. 
Kitto ; though some of its contributors are not 
exempt from Ghrman rationalism. There is a 
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useful abridgement of it, wliich will serve the 
purposes of most non-professional readers. 
Dr. Eadie's " Biblical Cyclopaedia," founded on 
the Bible Dictionary of the American Sunday 
School Union, is also very good. 

On the " Manners and Customs of the Jews," 
there is a serviceable little volume of the Tract 
Society; although nothing has yet appeared 
from any English pen, equal to " Helon's Pil- 
grimage," — ^the charming historical romance 
of Frederick Strauss, — not the author of " The 
life of Jesus." The aritiquarian allusions of 
the Bible have been very pleasantly illustrated 
in Burder's " Oriental Customs," and in Jamie- 
son's " Eastern Manners." Hanner's " Obseri- 
vations" are more elaborate, but less adapted 
to general use. 

Pool, Henry, and Scott, are commentators so 
well known, that they need not be character- 
ized ; but for the elucidation of the text, there 
is nothing better than the little volumes of 
Albert Barnes, as far as they have gone. As 
it contains supplemental Notes of great theo- 
logical value, our personal preference is for 
BlacHe's edition. The "Pictorial Bible" is 
also very valuable, especially to the youthful 
.members of a £Eamly. 
16 
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But any careful reader who lias a concord* 
ance, and a Bible with marginal references, 
may be his own commentator. The most ex- 
tensive and serviceable collection of parallels, 
with which we are acquainted, is contained in 
Bagster's "T^reasury Bible." Brown's "Self- 
interpreting Bible," and Cobbin's "CSompre- 
hensiVe Bible," have not only a good assort- 
ment of references, but a large amount of mis- 
cellaneous and usefiil information. 

Should the reader have difficulty in procur- 
ing the above-mentioned books, some of which 
are large and expensive, he will find either of 
the two following little works as remarkable 
fi>r the small sum which it. costs • as for the 
large amaunt of . matter which it contains : 
Nicholls's " tfelp to the Beading of the Bible," 
(Society for promoting Christian Knowledge,) 
or " The Companion to the Bible" (London 
Tract Society). 

The list might be indefinitely extended ; but 
the Bible student may find aid in his researches 
from such books as the following : 

Kitto's Daily Bible Illustration. Bicker- 
steth's Scripture Help. Douglas on the Struc- 
ture of Prophecy. The Literary History of, 
the New Testament 1845. Da Costa's Four 
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Witnesses. Conybeare and Howson^s life and 
Epistles of St, Paul. Taylor's lUTistrations of 
the Bible, from the Monuments of Egypt 
Layard's Nineveh and its Bemainds. Layard's 
Second Expedition. McCheyne and BonarV 
Mission of Inquiry among the Jem Kitto's 
Physical Geography and Natural History of 
Palestine. 

Few are. able to visit the " Lands of the 
Bible," but those who desire to have their con- 
ceptions of sacred incident and scenery ren- 
dered more vivid, should miss no opportunity 
of viewing such magnificent pictures as the 
Panoramas of the Nile and of Palestine, which 
Were lately exhibited in London. Beautiful . 
.as works of art, not a few spectators can testify 
how brilliant they rendered many a page of 
the Bible. And would it not be good if, in 
large towns, there could be collected a Scrip- 
tural Museum ? specimens of the different ani- 
mals, and trees, and herbs, and precious stones, 
mentioned in the Sacred Text;. writersViok- 
homs and leather bottles ; winnowing shovels 
and hand-mills ; javelins and water-jars, scrips 
and phylacteries, scrolls written inside and 
out,' — ^the entire* apparatus of ancient and 
Eastern life ? Would it not be good to have 
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pictures and costly engravings, whicli illus- 
trate the Bible? and a- Library containing 
Eastern Travellers, Conunentatois, and all 
sorts of Books which throw light on the Word' 
of God ? Would not such an Institution be 
an invaluable acquisition to ministers, and 
teachers, and students ? Might it not fiimish 
excellent materials for many a popular lecture ? . 
And. could there be a better treat fpr good 
scholars in our Sabbath Schools than a walk 
through its galleries? 
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Jubilee Memorial. 18mo .- 30 

J£BBAM^S Tribute to a beloved and only Daughter 30 

^OHNSON'S Rasaelfls. Elegant edition. 16mo i 50 

KEY TO THE S90RTEB CATECHISM 90 

KENNEDY'S (Grace) Profeasion is not Principle 3C 

Jessy Allan, the Lame Girl. 18mo S5 

AnaaRoss. 18mo. Ulustrated 30 

Decision. 18mo , SS 

KING'S (Rev. David, LL.D.) Geology and Religion. 16mo 7S 

On the Eldership! 50 

EITTO'S (John. D. A) Daily Bible lUustraUons. 

MORNING SERIES. 

VoL I. Antediluvians and Patriarchs J 00 

II. Moses and the Judges ..«. 1 OO 

m. Samuel, Saul, and David 100 

IV. Solomon and the Kings 1 00 

EVENINO SERIES. 

Vol. I. Job and the Poetical Books.... v**^ 100 

II. Isaiah and the Prophets 1 00 

III. The Life and Death of our Lord 1 00 

IV. The Aposties and the EarlyChurch 1 00 

KHtTMliCAOHEE'S Martyr Lamb. 18mo 40 

Elijah the Tishblte. 18mo 40 

Last Days of Elisha. New edition* 18mo 50 

I.ANDS OF THE MOSLEM. By EKMukattem. 8vOv^.... i^ 

LEYBUBN'S Soldier of the CroflB. 12mo 100 

LIFE IN NEW-YORK. 18mo... 40 

LIFE OP A VAG^RANT. Written by himself 50 

LiaHTED VALLEY ; or, the Memoir of Miss Bolton 75 

LOWBIE ' S Letters to Sabbath-school Children 85 

(Rer. John C.) Two Years in Upper India 75 

LOOKWOOD'S Memoir. By his Father. 18mo 40 

LUTHER'S Commentary on the Galatians. 8to 1 50 

MAOKAY— The Wickliffltoe 75 

MARTIN'S (Sarah) Life. ]8mo 30 

MARTYN'S (Henry) Life. 12mo. New editton flC 

MABSHAT.Ti on Smctiflcatloa, 18mo 50 



CARTERS' FUBLIOATIONS. 



1CABT7RS AH D COVENAKTEBS OF SOOTXiAlTD M 

MASON'S (Dr. Jobff) Essays on the Church M 

MATHE WS> Bi bie and Civil GoTeromenU 12mo. .« • !()• 

ACcOOSH on iho Dirine Government, Physical and Moral S 00 

IdcOBINDELZ*— The CouienU A Narrative. ISmo «. 50 

McOHEYN^'S (Rev. Robert Murray). Works. 2 toIb. 8to 3 00 

———. Life, Lectures, and Letters. Separate.... ^ 150 

——— Sermons. Separate 3 00 

Familiar Letters from the Holy Land. 18mo 50 

McFABLANE— The Mountains of the Bible. Illustrated 71 

McGHEE'S (Roy. R. 3.) Lectures on the Epbeaians. 8vo S 00 

ACcGILYHAY'S Peace In Bolieving \,., S5 

McLEOD'S Life and Power of True Godliness........ 60 

McOTiF.TiTtAND (ProC Alex.) on the Oanon«IateriNretatioii ct 

Scripture 75 

2yIEIHXE'S SoUtude Sweetened, l^mo 60 

MENTEATH— Lays of the Kirk and Covenant Dlus. 16mo.. 75 

MILLER (Hugh)—The Geology of the Bass Rock. Dlustiated.. T^K 

MILLER'S (Rev. Dr. Samuel) Memoir of Bev. Dr. Nisbet. 75 

> (Rev. John) Design of the Church. l-2mo 00 

MICHAEL EEMP, the Farmer's Lad, I8mo 40 

MISSIONS, the Origin and History of. 35 steel plates. 4to • . . . 3 SO 

MOFFATT'S Southern Africa. 13mo 75 

MONOD'S Lucilla ; or, the Reading of the Bible. 18mo 40 

MORE'S (Hannah) Private Devotion. Large type. 18mo 50 

Do. do. do. gUt....... 75 

Do. do. do. small edition. 32mo.. 90 

Do. do. do. ^ gUt 90 

MORELL'S Histoiy of Mojdem FhUoeophy. 8ro 3 00 

MORNING OF LIFE. 18mo 40 

MURFHEY'S Bible and Geology Consistent* 1 00 

MY SOHOOL-BOY DAYS. 18mo. Illustrated 30 

MY YOUTHFUIi OOMFANIONS. 18mo. Illustrated 30 

BffY SOHOOL-BOY DAYS AND YO UTHFUL OOMPAN- 

IONS, bound in one volume. Ulustrated. i8mo 50 

MY GRANDFATHER GREGORY. lUustrated S5 

MY GRANDMOTHER GILBERT. dp. 95 

ZTEWTON'S (Rev. John) Works. 3 vols, in one. Portrait ... S 00 

Memoir of M. Magdalen Jasper. 18mo 30 

NEW COBWEBS TO CATCH LITTLE FLZBS. IlluS' 

trated. 16mo, square.... J,....,. 50 

NOEL'S Infant Piety. 18mo 35 

OLMST ED'S Thoughts and Counsels l^r the Imptnitant 90 

OLD WHITE MEETING-HOXXSE. 18mQ , « 



CARTERS' PUBLICATIONS. 



OLD HUMPHREY'S ObBervatiota^ ^....? 40 

— Addressea 40 

Thoughts for the Thoughtfol 40 

. Walks in Loodon r...'. « 40 

■ Homely Hints.... i v 40 

Country Strolls , 40 

Old SeaCaptain '. 40 

—.^—Grandparents »... ' 40 

Isieof Wight 40 

Pithy Papers 40 

Pleasant TalesN Illustrated ^ 40 

North American Indians / 40 

OVm on Lying. New edition. 18mo, illustrated 40 

OSBOENB (Mrs.)— iTia World of Waters ; or, a Peaceftil Pro- 
gress o'er the Unpathed Sea. Illustrated. lOtno 75 

OWElr on Spiritual Minde^ness. 12mo. .. . .« .'. 6C 

PALEY'S Horaa Paulina.' 12mo 75 

PASCAL'S Provincial Letters. New edition. Edited by Dr. * 

McCrie. 12mo 100 

PASTOR'S DAUG-HTBR. By Louisa Payson Hopkins 40 

PATTERSON on the Assembly's Sttortjor Cateohisia 50 

PEEP OF DAY. New edition 30 

LINE T7P0N LINE. New edition 30 

PRECEPT ON PRECEPT. Newedition... 30 

PIKE'S True Happiness. 18mo ' 30 

> Divine Origin of Christianity. ISmo. 30 

PHILIP'S Devotional Guides. 2voIs. 12mo...^ 150 

Young Man'^ Uoset Library. « ; 75 

MarySf or the Deauty of Female HoUnees. ..••••• 40 

. -> Marthas, or the Varieties of Female Piety ; 40 

Lydias, or the Development of Female Gharaeter 1 . . 40 

' Hannahs, or Maternal Influences on Sons 40 

L<<veof the Spirit. 40 

POLLOK'S CQursodof Time. Elegant «d. 16mo. Portrait 100 

Do. do. . gUt, extra 150 

Do.- do. Turkey moroocd, gilt. 9 00 

Do. . do. ]8mo. small copy, close type 40 

Lile, Letters, and Remains. By the Rer. Jas. Seott, D.D.. . 1 00 

Tales of' the Scottish Covenanters. Illustrated. lOmo .... 75 

Helen of the Glen. 18mo. Illustrated 85 

Persecuted Family. ** . •♦ .25 

RalphGemmoU. ♦• •«•••• 25 

FOKTEUS' Lectures on Matthew. ISmo 60 

POWSRSOOTT'S (LadyyiiBttOB. ISmo 17 



10 CARTERS' PUBLICJLTIOM. 



PSALMS IN HEBREW. SSnio, gilt ^ *C 

BETROSFEOT (The). By Aliquto. l8mo 40 

BiOHMOND'S DomeBtic Portraiture. Edited by Bicktorrtoth. 

New and elegant edition, niuatrated. 16ino'. 75 

~ Annals of the Poor. ISmo •••• W 

ROGrER ^^TT.f.Ta-p ; or, Heroism in Humble Life. With an In- 
troduction, by Dr. Alexander. 18mo 30 

ROGER'S Jacob's WelL 18mo • 40 

ROG-ERS— The Folded Lamb; or, Memorials of an Infimt 

Son. 16mo • ••••• ^ 

BOMAINE on FaUh. iSmo..^ • W 

Letters. l2mo - V ^ 

ROWLAND'S <Re7. H. A.) Common Maxims of InfldeU^ 75 

RUTHERFORD'S Letters. Witii Life by Bonar. .. .^ .. . .... 1 5« 

RITLB'S Living or Dead ? A Series of Heme Truths. 16mo. ... 75 

■- Wheat orChaiT? •- 75 

SOOTT'S Force of TruUi. .18mo. , .. 85 

SO^UOAL'S Works. 18mo 40 

SELECT WORKS of James, Venn, Wilson, Philip, and Jay. . . 1 50 

SELECT CHRISTIAN AUTHORS. 3 vols. Qvo 2 00 

SERLE'S Christian Remembrflbcer. S4mo,gilt 50 

SINNER'S FRIEND. 18mo ^. «5 

SIGOURNEyS (Mrs. L. H.) Water Drops. Illustrated. lOmo. . 75 

— LetteTa to my PupUs. With Portrait. 16mo .75 

OliveLeaTes. Illustrated. lOpio.*. 75 

Boys' Book. Illustrated. 18mo 40 

Girls' Book. " " 40 

. Child'sBook. " ** square 35 

SINCLAIR'S Modem Accomplishments 75 

Modem Society ' •* 75 

Charlie Seymour. 18mo. Illustrated 30 

SIMEON'S LIFE. By Carua. With Portrait 8to 9 00 

SMITH'S (Bjbt. James) Green Pastures for the Lord's Flock. . . 1 00 

SBiCYTH'S Bereaved Parents Consoled. 12mo... ?5 

SONGS IN THE HOUSE OF M7 PILGRIMAGE. 16mo. 75 

SORROWING YET REJOICING. 18mo. • * 30 

Do. 4o.' 32mo, gUt 30 

SPRING'S (Rev. Dr.) Memoirs of the late Hannah L. Murray. . 1 SO 

STEVENSON'S Christ on the Cross. 13mo 75 

—— Lord our Shepherd. Iftno 60 

STORIES ON THE LORD'S PRAYER, AND OTHER 

TALES. By ttie Author of » Edward and Miriam." 

SUMNER'S Exposition of Matthew and Mark^ 12mo 75 

SUDDARDS' British Pulpit S vols. 8to 9 OT 



CAirrXRS' PUBLX0ATI0N8. 11 



8TMINQTQN on tb« Atonement. 13mo 7S 

TAYLOR'S ^Jane) Hymns for Infant M Inda. Square. HIqbL. . . 40 

—, Limed Twigs to Csctch iToung Birds. Square, niuatrated. 50 

Lifeand Correspondence.* l8mo : ^ 40 

Contributions of a Q. With eight tinted illuatnUlont^ ... * 1 00 

- Display, a Tale. ISmo. 90 

Mother and Daughter 30 

. Essays in Rhyme. 18mo. 30 

Original Poems and Poetical Remains. Olnstrated 40 

(Isaac) Loyola ; or, Jesuitism in its Rudiments 1 00 

' Natural History of Enthusiasm. ISmo 75 

— : — (Jeremy) Seimons. . Complete in 1 roL 8to. I 50 

TBNNENT'S Life. 32mo. gilt ■.. 29 

THOLITOE'S Circle of Human Life. 18rao 30 

TUBBETINE'S Complete Works, In the Original Latin 10 00 

THE THEOLOGMOAL SKETCH BOOE. 2 vols 3 00 

TTTOKER— The Rainbow In the North. Illustrated. I6mo....i 75 

TUTTLB— Memoir of William. By< Ms Nephewi 19tno. Port*t. 75 

TUBXTBTTLL'S Genius of Scotland. Illustrated. 16mo I 00 

Pulpit Orators of France and Switzerland 1 00 

TTNG'S Lectures on the Law and Gospel. With Portrait. .. . 1 50 

-Christ is AIL 8vo. WlthPortrait 150 

Israel of God. 8vo. Enlarged edition. : 1 50 

Recollections of England. 12roo. 100 

^' A Lamb from the Flock. 18mo 85 

WATERBURY'S Book for the Sabbath. I8mo. . . ^ 40 

WAUG-H— Memoir of the Rev. Alexander Wangh, DJ). 12ma 1 00 

WEEK (The). Illustrated. 16mo: 75 

WHATELY'S Kingdom of Christ and Errors of Romanism. . . 75 

WHITEOROSS'S Anecdotes on the Assembly'^ Cateehism .... 30 

WHITE'S (Hugh) Meditation on Prayer: ISmo 40 

BeliOTer^ a Series of Discourses. 18mo 40 

Practical Reflections' on the Second Advent. 18mo. 40 

(Henry Kirke) Complete Works. Life by Bonthey. 1 50 

WIXiBERFOROE'S (Wm.) Practical View. Large type. 13mo. 1 00 

WILLIAMS, (Rev. John) Missionary to Polynesia, Life of. ... . 1 00 

WILSON'S Lights and Shadows of Seottlsh Lift. lOme. 75 

WINER'S Idioms of the Language of the New TBetament S SO 

WINSLOW on Personal Declension and Reviyal 60 

Midnight Harmonies - 00 

WILL ISON'S Sacramentai Meditations and Advices. ISttio... 50 

WYUE'S Journey over the Region of Fulfilled Prophecy. ..... 30 

TOUNG'S Night Thoughts. 16mo. Large type, wHh Portrait 1 00 

Do. do. extra gilt, 01 50; mor. 0-2; ISmo. 40 



12 carters' public ATION& * 

ADDENDA.— Feb. 1853. 

MEMOIR OF MRS. COOK. By Mrt. Sigoturnej 79 

THE COURSE OF FAITH. By John Angel Jamei. .< .... 75 

TH^ YOUNa WOMAN'S FRIEND. By do. 75 

UVINa TO CHRIST. A Memoir 60 

GILFILIiAlr'S Martyrs and Heroes of the Seottiah Oorenant. M 

OHARNOOE on the Attributes. 2 vols. 

THE LAW AXn> THE TESTIMONY. By the anthor of 

the "Wide Wide World.'» 8vo. 

A STRANGER HERE. By tho Rev. H. Bonar. 16nio 

THE aOSFEL GLASS. By StuoUey. J3mo. , 

MEMOIR OF THE REV. W. A. B. JOHNSON. 12ino.. 
STARTLING QUESTIONS. By the Rey. J. 0. Ryle. I61110. 

SEQUEL TO MAMMA'S BIBLE STORIES 

POOL'S Annotationa on the Holy Bihle. 8 Tola. imp. 8to cL 10 00 

Do. <lo. ' half calf 1210 

THE FADED HOSE. By Mrs. Sigonmey 75 

THE MORNING WATCHES and the Night Watchea. lOmo. 60 

THE SPRING-TIME OF UFE. By Rev. Dr. Magie. 16mo. 75 

THE DAUGHTERS OF CHINA. By Mrs. Bridgman. lOmo. 75 

BARLSWOOD. By the author of ^'Miriam."... ...... ^ 75 

HALDANE, Memoirs of Robert and James A. 8yo 9 00 

PARABLES OF SPRING. By Ganssen. 16mo....'. 40 

GRAY'S Elegy^ and other Poems. nioBtrated. $1 ; gUt 1 50 

BROWN'S Discourses and Sayings of Christ 3 to1« 6 00 

THE SCOTS WORTHIES. By John Howie 150 

HOLIDAY HOUSE. By Catharine Sinclair 75 

DAILY COMMENTARY. By 180 Clergymen of Scotland. . 3 00 

NEAR HOME. By the author of the *< Peep of Day.'* 75 

SHADES OF CHARACTER. By Anne Woodruff. StoIs. 150 

DILL ( Dr.)— L^Iand's Miseries, their Cause and Cure 75 

KITl^O (Dr.) The LoBt Senses. ISmo 100 

McCRIN DELL— School Girl in France 50 

MAMMA'S BIBLE STORIES. Coloied plates 50 

FANNY AND HER MAMMA. Colored platea SO 

LITTLE LESSONS for Little Learners. Colored plates. ... SO 

CHILD'S OWN STORY BOOS. Colored plates SO 

RHYMES FOR THE NURSERY. Colored plalea 50 

CLEVER STORIES. By Mrs. Sherwood 50 

WATTS' DIVINE SONGS. Colored '.. 40 

LITTLE ANN IE'S Second and First Book 75 

VERY LITTLE TALES for Very Little Children. 8 yols.. 75 



